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A Quick Answer to Prayer 


Dr. Wilhelm Busch was in early life 
a follower of so-called Modernist opin- 
ion, but was converted to Christ and is 
now an outstanding evangelical. The 
following tells of an answer to prayer 
in his early life as pastor: 

“Recently a photo came to light 
which was taken thirty years ago. 
Twenty men of various ages with drums 
and fifes! Where are they now? Most 
of them the war swallowed up. 

“They were of the time of agitation. 
The Stahlhelm, the iron front of the 
Nazis, and Uniformed Communist com- 
panies fought with each other. 

“IT was then a young pastor in a 
wholly Communist quarter in Essen, 
walking down a street, tired and dis- 
couraged. Men were so bitter, they 
would not even listen to Jesus’ words. 
I felt very lonesome even in this thickly 
populated tenement quarter. 

“In front of me I noticed a couple 
of young men. One wore the uniform 
of the Red Front fighters. They were 
in lively discussion. I sighed to myself, 
saying, How can one reach such fel- 
lows? Then came the thought: Why 
cannot God work a miracle? I folded 
my hands in prayer to my ever-present 
Lord. 

“IT walked a little faster and overtook 
them. In passing, I heard the man in 
uniform ask the other, ‘Have you any- 
thing for me to read?’ 

“IT was delighted. Here was an open 
door. I quickly said, ‘If you want some- 
thing to read, come to me.’ 

“He looked surprised. “Who are you?’ 

“IT am a pastor.’ 

“He laughed. ‘I, too, am a pastor.’ 

“You certainly are not,’ I retorted. 
He smilingly offered to bet on it. 

“It turned out that his name was 
Pastor, Willy Pastor. And I, too, am 
named Wilhelm and am a pastor. 

“Suddenly he stared at me with an 
agitated look, asking, “When can I come 
tomorrow?’ I named the hour, and he 
promised to be there. Then he left 
hurriedly. Next day he was in my 
study and related the following: 

“‘Last year I was going by Weber 
Place, where a multitude of people 
were streaming into Holy Cross Church. 
Out of curiosity I went up the church 
steps for a look around. A wave of 
people pushed me inside. It was long 
since I had been in a church. I found 
myself wedged in the middle aisle, and 
when I attempted to get out, the organ 
had begun to play, and the people told 
me to be quiet. I was attending a 
church service without intending to.’ 


“dress struck me, struck me as nothi 


“Well, and how did it please yo 
I interjected. It had become clear 
me that he had attended my ordinat 
service, and that was, to tell the tr 
a painful memory, for I had th 
preached the poorest sermon in my 1 
The day before, a moving van 
come; I had spent half the night p 
ting my library in order. I was 27 ye 
old and full of hope that the rig 
words would come into my head. — 

“I saw in memory Holy Cre 
Church filled with people. Around 
altar stood many banner-bearers a 
pastors in their robes. One after anot 
spoke. An hour and a half had pass 
There was lack of oxygen in t 
crowded church. Then it was my tu 
The people were tired, and a sunbe 
struck me straight in the eyes so tk 
I could scarcely see anything. T 
little I had planned to say soon va 
ished, and I was glad it was over. — 

“When I sat down beside my 7 
young wife, she said, ‘One could on 
be ashamed of such a sermon.’ | 

“Yes, so it was; and now there 
before me a clever young Communi 
who tells me he attended that servi 
involuntarily. I'll hear a second tin 
what a pitiful witness I then was. — 

“But my eyes opened wide when ] 
went on: 

“‘T stood there in desperation, 
things went on endlessly. When a ni 
speaker walked up the pulpit, I det 
mined to force my way out, no mat 
what happened. However, I saw 
young man of my own age go 
and I said, “I’m curious to know he 
much he knows.” And then the 


had ever struck me before. Yet I 
a convinced atheist.’ 
“He paused. I hung on his lip 
“You see, I was a regional lead 
for the drum-and-fife corps of f 
whole Red Front of the Ruhr are 
Whenever there was a_ birthday, 
celebrated. There was much drinki 
My married life went wrong, as, in fa 
my whole life. Some days ago, I 
thinking, Would that I might find o 
who could show me a better way a 
lo! there on the street the very m 
whose talk had so impressed me! 
that is not marvelous!’ 
“I explained that another Hand ° 
here at work. 
“He became my dear co-worker. | 
heart and service now belong to 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Translated from the German by 


late Ernest Gordon and reprinted 
permission of the Sunday School Ti 


pe 


John’s Church, 
ange, Calif., Celebrates 
th Anniversary 


The cover photo shows St. John’s 
urch, Orange, Calif., which this year 
ybserving the 75th anniversary of its 
nding, with guest speakers for spe- 
| services, one each month. Dr. John 
Behnken, Synod’s President, will 
ach on February 17. The service 
| be televised. 
yynod’s First Vice-President Dr. Ar- 
d H. Grumm will be the speaker on 
ie 9. He was confirmed at St. John’s, 
June 1907. The confirmation class 
that year will also celebrate its 
den jubilee while he is in Orange. 
The 1,550-communicant congrega- 
1 OWns the sanctuary, seating 900 
| built in 1914; the Charles K. 
Iker Memorial Hall; the 12-class- 
m school; and two parsonages. 
This year St. John’s is striving to 
her a $75,000 anniversary fund — 
000 for every year of God’s grace 
| blessing — to spread the Gospel of 
rist at home and throughout the 
rid. 
n 1881 Rev. Jacob Kogler, upon the 
‘ice of his doctor, went from Minne- 
1 to California because of a serious 
sat ailment. A group of Lutherans 
Drange, eager to hear the pure Word 
God, invited him to preach to them 


December 1881. He accepted. They 


called him to be their pastor, Febru- 
ary 5, 1882, and organized the congre- 
gation on February 19, 1882, with 
14 charter members. In 1917 Pastor 
Kogler resigned because of deafness. 

Other pastors at St. John’s were Rev. 
N. F. Jensen, 1917—1922; Rev. August 
C. Bode, 1923—1947; Rev. William C. 
Gesch, 1941—1955; and Rev. John H. 
Geisler, since 1950. Rey. Armand E. 
Mueller was assistant pastor, 1931 to 
1932, and Rev. Kenneth Ahl, 1934 
to 1940. 

Since 1883 St. John’s has maintained 
a Christian day school. Pastor Kogler 
was the first teacher. The school has 
had only three principals: F. A. Folk- 
mann, 1889—1903; William Batter- 
man, 1903—1936; and Theodore Hop- 
mann, since 1936. Twelve teachers 
now instruct the 420 children enrolled 
in kindergarten and the eight grades. 
There has been a descendant of Pastor 
Kogler and of John Bandick enrolled 
in the school since 1883, and of Henry 
Fitschen since 1896. 


Church in Red China Lives, 
Pastor Koppelmann Reports 


Back from a four-month tour of the 
church’s work in Asia, Rev. Herman 
H. Koppelmann, Synod’s Assistant Sec- 
retary of Foreign Missions, said that 
while he was in Hong Kong, he saw 
a letter from a Lutheran Chinese living 


SSIONARY STAFF IN TOKYO greeted Dr. J. W. Behnken and Rev. Herman 
ppelmann on their recent visit to Japan. Front row, l. to r.: Rev. Elmer Bergt, 


0. H. Theiss. 
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Kosaku Nao, Dr. Thomas Coates, Dr. Behnken, Rev. Koppelmann, and 
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aS tee CHURCH IN THE WORLD 


in Hankow, Hupeh Province of East 
China. While the Lutheran congrega- 
tion in Hankow no longer has a church 
in which to worship, the writer stated, 
it still meets regularly and carries on 
its church life. Lutheran congregations 
in other areas are also still alive, the 
correspondent said. 

An elderly woman in Formosa also 
told Pastor Koppelmann that the church 
is alive in Red China. Another For- 
mosa resident, a man who had emi- 
grated from the China mainland, has 
contact with Lutheran church mem- 
bers. He, too, assured the Secretary 
that the church in Communist China 
is still in existence. 

Synod began its work on the China 
mainland in 1913. By 1936 there were 
2,948 members in 19 stations. By 1948, 
after the wars, membership dwindled 
to° 153218 

Synod’s missionaries who left the 
mainland after 1948 were reassigned. 
Work in Hong Kong began in 1950; 
in Macao, 1951; on Formosa, 1952. 
Membership in the three Chinese- 
speaking areas now totals about 3,500, 
Secretary Koppelmann reported. Eleven 
of the 25 missionaries who have served 
on the China mainland now work in 
Japan, Formosa, or Hong Kong. 


Milk Makes a Difference 


“One glass of milk a day has made 
an incredible difference in the lives of 
thousands of children in the schools of 
India,” reports Rev. John Steinhoff, 
Synod’s missionary, from Madras. 

“Milk and other foods, made avail- 
able to us through Synod’s Board of 
World Relief, in co-operation with 
Lutheran World Relief,’ Pastor Stein- 
hoff said, “is being distributed in many 
hundreds of schools in India and has 
brought firmness and strength to thou- 
sands of spindle-legged boys and girls, 
many of them refugees, among whom 


‘rickets is a common malady. 


“The impact of this tangible evidence 
of Christian love is a mighty force 
in breaking down heathen prejudice 
against our Christian missions.” 

Pastor Steinhoff is the representative 
of LWR and relief liaison with the 
government of India for all Christian 
missions of South India, 


THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF CHRIST THE 


KING stands atop a high bluff in Bellevue, 
Wash. The Northwest District and synodical 
Church Extension funds furnished almost $70,000 
for the building. Ernest C. Schwidder of Seattle 
sculptured the figure of Christ the King. Rev. 
Harold Johnson serves the young congregation, 
which held its first service in December 1955. 


# & 


REY. FRED PANKOW (right), missionary in 
Cuba from 1949 to 1956, visited President Ful- 
gencio Batista (left) regarding the “Martin Luther” 
film. Although the Roman Catholic clergy tried 
to hinder the showing of “Martin Luther” on the 
island, President Batista, trained in a Quaker 
school, reviewed the film privately and sanctioned 
its release throughout Cuba. 


COLLEGE BASEBALL’S COACH OF THE 
YEAR, Dick Siebert, watching a demonstration 
of a pitching machine at the NCAA convention 
in St. Louis, (See p. 5) 


ST. LOUIS GLOBE-DEMOCRAT PHOTO 


THE EARL WILDY FAMILY of Leechville, 
Ark., was chosen one of nine master farm families 
in that State during 1956. In 1928 “Progressive 
Farmer” honored his parents and their children 
as the first master farm family in Arkansas. Earl 
Wildy, president of First Lutheran Church, 
Blytheville, alternates with his wife in driving 
Paul (right) 25 miles to confirmation instructions — 
every Saturday. Other children are Marie and 
David. 
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ck Siebert Named College 
seball’s Coach of the Year 


Dick Siebert is to college baseball 
year what Casey Stengel and Birdie 
betts are to the majors,” the St. Louis 
be-Democrat said in reporting the 
ional Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
| award of College Baseball’s Coach 
he Year to Siebert, now in his tenth 
r as baseball coach at the U. of 
nesota. His squad captured the 
6 Big Ten college championship and 
1 brought back to Minnesota the 
rcollegiate baseball championship of 
nation. 
he former Cardinal and Brownie 
baseman played eight years with 
Philadelphia Athletics, his last pro 
n. He quit professional baseball 
945, 
or a while he was a radio sports 
ouncer in the Twin Cities and ath- 
- director at his alma mater, Con- 
lia College, St. Paul, where his fa- 
, Prof. E. G. Richard Siebert has 
1 librarian for 30 years. Dick 
attended Concordia Seminary, 
.ouis. He began his coaching ca- 
-at the U. of Minnesota in 1948. 
oach Siebert and his family are 
nbers of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
2aul, where he was a member of the 
ry. The family lives in Minneapolis. 
ir four children are Marilyn, 19; 
k, Jr., 18, a U. of Minnesota pitcher 
. will be eligible this spring to par- 
vate in Big Ten Conference. base- 
under his father’s coaching; Bev- 
, 12; and Paul, 3. 
Coach Siebert, whose own athletic 
rd was marked by clean living and 


r 


At the golden wedding celebration of Dr. and Mrs. Theo. Hoyer 


continued interest in his own church 
life as a young layman in The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod, has a good 
word to say about the young men in 
college baseball now. They are a won- 
derfully clean-cut bunch of young fel- 
lows, and many of them are active in 
their. own churches and in religious 
groups right on the university campus. 
‘Working with these youngsters gives 
you the right perspective — you get a 
chance to see what really makes the 
game great,” Siebert is quoted in an 
article by Gerald B. Smith in the 
St. Paul Dispatch. 

Siebert “has now seen his two great 
ambitions come to pass — the winning 
of the highest national championship 
for his university and the development 
of a standout player, Gerry Kindall, 
who signed a bonus contract with the 
Chicago Cubs for a reported $50,000 
after his sparkling season with Siebert’s 
U. of Minnesota team.” 


{ Grandfather baptizes his first three grandchildren 
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Dr. and Mrs. Theo. Hoyer 
Celebrate Golden Wedding 


Four sons participated in the golden 
wedding anniversary of Dr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Hoyer of St. Louis, where 
Dr. Hoyer is a member of the faculty 
of Concordia Seminary. 

At the service in Concordia Church, 
Maplewood, December 26, Rev. Robert 
Hoyer preached; Prof. George Hoyer 
officiated; Rev. Richard Hoyer read the 
Scripture; and Teacher Walter Hoyer 
played the organ and directed the choir 
composed of 20 Hoyer grandchildren, 
who sang “Now Thank We All Our 
God.” 

Seven Hoyer sons and daughters and 
their families attended the service. The 
three daughters who could not come 
for the golden wedding live in Ham- 
burg, Germany; Okinawa; and Detroit. 
Nine of the ten children are in the 
service of the church. There are 37 
grandchildren. 


Rey. H. Brase Baptizes His 
First Three Grandchildren 


It was a little longer journey than 
“over the hills and through the woods 
to Grandfather’s house we go” for at 
least two of the first three infant grand- 
children of Rev. H. Brase, pastor of 
Zion Church, Benson Station, Omaha, 
who were brought to Grandfather’s 
church for a triple christening No- 
vember 25. 

The picture shows the three Brase 
daughters, each holding her own child: 
1. to r.: Mrs. Ted William, holding 
Susan Michelle, born October 20 in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Mrs. Don 
Burkhartzmeyer, holding Brian Donald, 
born October 10 in Faribault, Minn.; 
Mrs. Henry I. Neuhaus, holding Debra 
Sue, born October 31 in Omaha. 

The three sisters and their husbands 
were sponsors. 


Prof. J. E. Herzer, Pioneer 
Pastor in Canada, Dies 


Prof. John E. Herzer, 76, pioneer 
pastor in Western Canada and instruc- 
tor at Concordia College, Edmonton, 
Alta., died suddenly on December 16, 
1956. 

After holding two Colorado pastor- 
ates, he was missionary at large in 
British Columbia and Alaska. He 
served Jehovah Church, Calgary, Allta., 
from 1913 to 1929, when he became 
missionary to immigrants and director 
of youth work in Western Canada. 

From 1943 until his death he was in- 
structor in religion and German at the 
Edmonton Concordia. 

At the memorial service, held in the 
college auditorium on December 18, 
Dr. Albert H. Schwermann character- 
ized Pastor Herzer as “one of the truly 
great gifts” of the Savior to the church 
in Western Canada. 

“He was an exemplary, polished, 
Christian gentleman,” said the former 
president of the school, “a striking 
model of Christian humility, endowed 
with an ever friendly and cheerful 
disposition, with sanctified sound judg- 
ment and common sense.” 

Pastor Herzer’s 45-year ministry 
spanned a period during which “foun- 
dations were laid for a strong Lutheran 
Church,” Dr. Schwermann declared. 

Through Pastor Herzer, he added, 
“our Savior led streams of blessings 
into the homes of our pastors, into our 
young people’s groups, and particularly 
into our college.” 

For the funeral service on Decem- 
ber 21 in Redeemer Church, Winnipeg, 
Rev. A. E. Koslowsky officiated, Rev. 
H. Elmer Bartsch preached, and Presi- 
dent L. W. Koehler spoke for the Man- 
itoba and Saskatchewan District. Prof. 
Walter M. Wangerin read the commit- 
tal rites in Brookside Cemetery. 

Surviving Pastor Herzer are: a 
brother, Dr. T. O. F. Herzer, Winni- 


_ peg; and three sisters: Margaret Herzer 


and Marie Junghans, Minneapolis; and 
Mathilde Schoknecht, St. Louis. 


Less Income Tax — 
More Charity 


FRED KURZ IS MAKING A GENEROUS 
donation to his church this year and 
giving most of it through savings from 
his income tax. He is taking advantage 
of income tax laws with which he was 
not previously acquainted. 

The Lord has blessed Fred with much 
more than’ the average income. For 
several years he and his wife have been 
giving 30% of their income to church 
and charity and deducting that amount 
from their taxable income. 


6 


FARIBAULT’S BUCKHAM MEMO- 
RIAL LIBRARY received the second 
volume of Luther’s Works in English 
from the Walther League of Peace 
Lutheran Church, Faribault, Minn. 
L. to r.: Miss Esther Reinke, librarian; 
Rev. L. Gallman; and Orville Wegner 
of the WL. The youth group has sub- 


‘scribed for the entire set of 55 volumes. 


THIS YEAR FRED DISCOVERED that he 
can set up a short-term trust, of which 
he retains ownership. The income is 
payable to a church, an association of 
churches, an educational institution, or 
a hospital. The entire income must be 
given to a single beneficiary, but Fred 
can create different trusts. See how he 
increased his gifts at little cost: 

Last year Fred’s gross in- 


COMES WAS) eee $100,000 
Giitsatorcharitics 2.2 — 30,000 


This left him an income of — $ 70,000 
His income tax (joint re- 
TUDE ase ee 32,040 


$ 37,960 


By means of short-term trusts this 
year he gave $50,000, a $20,000 in- 
crease in gifts at a cost of only $5,962. 


He kept a net income of __ 


His gross income was _... $100,000 
He diverted to trust for 

Charity pte eee ee 50/000 
His income after trust de- 

UCtLOn: Was sees $ 50,000 
His taxes (joint return) 19,002 


He and his wife kept an in- 
coMmeoit= = eam $ 31,998 
At a cost of $5,962 his gift to char- 
ity was increased $20,000. 


YOU MAY HAVE A SMALLER INCOME 
than Fred and still be able to take ad- 
vantage of this kind of giving. You 
may set up a trust fund for church ex- 
tension or missions or for a scholarship 
fund to help train needy young men for 
the ministry or the teaching profession. 

For specific information to fit your 
case, consult a local attorney or write 
to the OFFICE OF THE TREASURER, The 
Lutheran Chufch — Missouri Synod, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 

EB. ALK. 
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fund pays 342% interest on all loal 


Briefly Told 


@ Rev. A. Zweck of Adelaide, 
tralia, was awarded the Order of — 
British Empire for the outstanding s 
ices he has rendered as an institutio 
missionary, particularly among the a 
and the mentally infirm, the Bri 
Lutheran reports. 


When the Duke of Edinburgh sp 
by radio to the children of the Aust 
lian Outback, the invention of a 
theran enabled the Duke’s voice to 
heard many miles away. F. H. Trae 
was a second recipient of the O. B. 
for his invention of the pedal-wirel 
which, pedaled as a bicycle, genera 
the current necessary for telepho 
conversation with a neighbor 50 mi 
away or with the Flying Doctor Servi 


@ Rev. Daniel Pourchot of Cha 
nay, Paris, serving the Lutheran F 
Church of France, was born in Belf 
At 17 he joined the French Resistan 
Captured by the Germans in the act’ 
blowing up a bridge, he escaped fr 
the concentration camp near Nure 
berg and returned through German a 
American lines to Belfort. Offer 
a post in archaeology after he h 
taken his degree at the Sorbonne, 
chose instead the Lutheran minist 
He studied at Concordia Semina 
St. Louis, vicared one year in a Tex 
“cowboy congregation,” and upon gr 
uation began his pastorate in Paris. 
@® The Church Extension Fund | 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church ¢ 
England is issuing saving stamps of of 
shilling each to give also children th 
privilege of sharing in the fund. TI 


of one pound or more. The fund " 
initiated February 3. “The £1,0 
donation of an anonymous visitor 1 
the mission at Bromley some montl 
ago was an unlooked-for and un 
served start to the Fund,” the Britis 
Lutheran said. 


@ The Missouri Synod is active | 
nine of the eleven cities named by tk 
National Municipal League and Loe 
Magazine as All-America Cities fi 
1956: St. Louis, Mo., where Syno¢ 
headquarters are located: Altus; Oki. 
Anchorage, Alaska; Elgin, Ill.; Oa 
land, Calif.; Springfield, Mo.; Tacom 
Wash.; Torrance, Calif.; and Zanesvi 
Ohio. The two cities having no parish 
affiliated with the Missouri Synod a 
Brattleboro, Vt., and Laurinburg, N 


@ Actor Walter Brennan will star 
the Cinemascope remake of Syno 
1951 film “All That I Have.” The ni 
film is intended for distribution 


hborhood theaters. Made to pro- 
= good stewardship among Chris- 
;, the picture was shown throughout 
od and widely used in other Prot- 
at churches. Twentieth Century- 
Film Corp. will finance and dis- 
ite the new version, estimated to 
$235,000. Dr. Herman W. Gockel, 
ious director for Synod’s “This Is 
Life” TV series, will be technical 
ultant for the new picture, sched- 
to start shooting February 12. 


Rev. Edward F. Eggert, Lutheran 
tutional chaplain in Minneapolis, 
year attended the Yale Summer 
01 of Alcoholic Studies for infor- 
on on rehabilitating alcoholics. “If 
re to point to one highlight of the 
se,” he said, “it would be the ac- 
ance of a new definition of the 
holic. No longer are the leaders in 
field of alcoholism saying that al- 
lism is a disease, but they now 
ify that and say that it is a disease 
he body, mind, and soul, putting 
moral responsibility back upon the 
ssive drinker who may become an 
holic.” 


Dr. Martin J. Neeb, president of 
\d’s new Senior College, will ap- 
on the CBS telecast “The Way to 
from New York City on Febru- 
17. He will be interviewed on the 
eran ministry and Concordia Sen- 
College by Prof. Ormond Drake, 
stor of The Town Hall, Inc., who 
st. on this program. 


Trinity Lutheran Women’s League 
{umboldt, Iowa, for the last two 
s has placed an order with Con- 
ia Publishing House to send the 
HERAN WITNESS by air mail to a 
ionary in New Guinea. While the 
cription costs only $1.75 a year, the 
of air-mailing 26 issues adds 
00. Normally the WITNEss goes by 
lar mail to the foreign field. The 
en realize how much mail and 
; mean to the missionary far from 
e. 


Polio struck the family of Rev. 
Brumme, pastor of St. Paul’s Lu- 
in Church, Massena, N. Y., twice 
ear, hitting first their young son 
fare and then their infant son 


den. 


The Central District announced 
ary 21 that it fell short of its 1956 
55,000 budget for Synod by only 
13. Last year the members of the 
ict increased their mission offer- 
ifor Synod by $225,765, or 22%, 
1955: “Let there be a sense of 
ude to God who has made the 
and hands of thousands of His 
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people in our Central District willing 
to share with Him more generously 
than ever before,” Dr. W. C. Birkner 
announced from the Stewardship Office. 


® La Doctrine Chrétienne, a French 
translation of Dr. J. T. Mueller’s one- 
volume Christian Dogmatics — which 
was a reworking of Dr. F. Pieper’s 
monumental three-volume Christliche 
Dogmatik — was published in France 
late last year. Rev. Marc Splingart, 
with the aid of Revs. Frederic Kreiss 
and Guillaume Wolff, was the trans- 
lator. All three men serve the Ev. Lu- 
theran Free Church of France. — This 
is the first Protestant dogmatics to ap- 
pear in French since the 19th-century 
translation of Danish Bishop H.-Lassen 
Martensen’s Dogmatique Chrétienne. — 
Dr. A. Melendez has translated Chris- 
tian Dogmatics into Spanish. 


@® Rev. Tobias Joeckel, 87-year-old 
native “son” of New Orleans, was guest 
preacher at the morning worship in 
Gloria Dei Church of that city, Novem- 
ber 25. Early in the 1890's he left 
Louisiana. He is now pastor of a mis- 
sion congregation in Lincoln, Nebr. 


® In 1956 Concordia Publishing 
House printed 190,000 hymnals; ap- 
proximately 1,500,000 sets of Sunday 


school lessons every quarter — more 


than 6,000,000 sets a year; and 
6,500,000 booklets of Portals of Prayer 
— 940,000 booklets in each issue. 
These astronomical totals are only part 
of the production of CPH. 

The presses on which the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS is run have printed more than 
77,000,000 impressions of religious 
literature in the 212 years the presses 
have operated in the plant. CPH 
handled 8,100 Sunday school orders, 
3,600 of which were from Sunday 
schools not belonging to Synod. 


@ Paul W. Schroeder, 1951 grad- 
uate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 
received the 1956 Albert J. Beveridge 
Award from the American Historical 
Association for the best manuscript on 
American history submitted by a be- 
ginning historian. The award, made at 
the AHA’s convention in St. Louis, De- 
cember 29, consists of $1,000 in cash 
and publication of the manuscript, The 
Axis Alliance and Japanese-American 
Relations, 1941, scheduled to be re- 
leased by Cornell U. Press in December 
19375 

For three years Mr. Schroeder served 
a mission congregation in Fort Worth, 
Tex. This year, through a Fulbright 
scholarship, he is doing research in 
Vienna on 19th-century European dip- 
lomatic history. 
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BRAUN 
Cornerstone Laying for New Building 
of America’s Oldest Lutheran Church 


Cornerstone Laid for New 
Building of St. Matthew’s 
Church, New York 


America’s oldest Lutheran church, 
St. Matthew’s, 202 Sherman Ave., New 
York, held the cornerstone-laying cere- 
mony for its new building on Thanks- 
giving Day. Chartered in 1664 by 
Governor Richard Nicolls, represent- 
ative of the British crown, the church 
was originally located on lower Broad- 
way near Wall Street. 

“During its 300-year history the 
congregation has served thousands of 
New Yorkers,” said Rev. Alfred W. 
Trinklein, pastor. “The present build- 
ing plans indicate a continuing vitality 
and a desire to meet the community 
challenge facing the church today in 
the City of New York. St. Matthew’s 
Church, though old in years, remains 
young in missionary outreach and 
evangelical zeal to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.” On the picture Pastor 
Trinklein is laying the cornerstone. 
Vicar David Joeckel is to the left. 


Mrs. Eisenhower Appreciates 
Prayers of the Church 


Miss Janice Pries of Synod’s De- 
partment of Public Relations sent a 
copy of the January 15 issue of the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS to Mrs. Eisen- 
hower. 

On January 28 Miss Pries received 
the following acknowledgment from 
Mary Jane McCaffree, secretary to Mrs. 
Eisenhower: 

“In behalf of the First Lady I am 
happy to have this opportunity to reply 
to your recent letter. We read the 
January 15 issue of the LUTHERAN WIT- 
NEss with particular regard to the ref- 
erences to page two with much interest, 
and Mrs. Eisenhower wants you to 
know that your thoughtfulness in wish- 
ing to share these articles with her is 
sincerely appreciated. 

“The First Lady sends appreciation 
for the strengthening prayers of The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod in 
behalf of the President and herself.” 


“He Comes 


the face of people who have been utterly 
unkind to us? Do we hold to the God 
of all grace when we have exhausted 
our patience with people? 

But why test faith in something so 
trivial? For this reason: If our faith 
cannot hold when we deal with people, 
what are we going to do when Satan 
makes a frontal attack on us? 

If you cannot by faith maintain a 
relationship of joy and peace with God 
when you smart under a snide remark, 
what are you going to do when God 
Himself appears to have forsaken you? 


Faith Needs Exercise 


If our faith is to hold, it needs the 
nurture of the Word, nurture by which 
our faith is strengthened and our out- 
look is kept Christianly sane. But our 
faith also needs exercise, exercise from 
which we often shy away as if it were 
Satan’s own scourge. 

How does God exercise our faith? 
First God reveals to us His mercy, 
grace, and love. Then He trims the fat 
off our spirits, that we may follow Him 
without becoming short of breath. He 


and Touches Us” 


| Gets Gop IN CurisT, the Bible de- 
clares from beginning to end, and then 
if the dark clouds begin to lower and 
you take the first step into the valley 
of the shadow, you will know God as 
the God of everlasting love. 


Hold to God in Christ, and then if 
you feel that you yourself are failing 
and that there is no part of God in any 
part of your life, you will be able to 
thrust your hand into the wounded side 
of your Lord. You will know that God 
never fails, though you yourself may 
fail and your own cause may die. 


Trust God in Christ, and then if the 
mountains depart and the hills be re- 
moved, God’s grace will never depart 
from you, and the covenant of His 
peace will never be removed from you, 
because in the face of Jesus Christ you 
will know Him as the God who has 
everlasting mercy on you. 


Does Our Faith Reali; Hold? 


We Christians know all this, and this 
is what we say we believe. But do we 
really believe it? 


Do we actually see God as He is in 
Christ, for example, when we look into 
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puts fiber and muscle into our faith by 
taking us up into the heights and down 
into the depths. He leads us through 
these depths that we may know and be- 
lieve the grace we have received in the 
heights. 


The training of Christ’s disciples fol- 
lowed this pattern. They reached 
heights of grace in Caesarea Philippi, 
where Peter said: “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Even the 
miracles of Jesus had not given the 
Twelve this insight into divine grace. 


But the disciples did not stay on the 
heights. From that time on Jesus began 
to show His followers that He must go 
to Jerusalem and “suffer many things” 
and “be killed.” Jesus conditioned the 
disciples for Gethsemane and Calvary. 
They knew what was coming; yet they 
did not believe it. When the storm 
broke, therefore, they all turned and 
ran away. 

Christ has also told us that we shall 
have tribulation, that we must take up 
the cross, deny ourselves, and follow 
Him. But do we believe it? Or do we 
run from the storm, the cross, the sac- 
rifice? 


(80) 


‘ured in the death He had to die. Thi 


God Comes to Our Rescué 


The disciples did not remain in 
valley. Jesus took three of them “ir 
a high mountain apart and was tra 
figured before them.” Jesus, God mai 
fest in the flesh, radiated the fullns 
of divine glory, for “His face did sh 
as the sun, and His raiment was w 
as the light.” Moses and Elijah a 
appeared to Jesus and spoke with H 
“of His decease which He should 4 
complish at Jerusalem.” 


The conversation of Moses and 
jah with Jesus bears out the Savio 
statement: “Search the Scriptures . 
they are they which testify of M 
If your Bible does not testify of Jes 
the Lamb of God, which taketh a 
the sin of the world, you have 
sufficiently searched your Bible. 


Peter certainly failed to see t 
Moses and Elijah were testifying to t 
Christ of the cross. “Let us make he 
three tabernacles,”’ Simon said, “ol 
for Thee and one for Moses and o 
for Elijah.” As if Christ could igne 
the cross, as if God had nothing bett 
in mind for Moses and Elijah! 


We make equally absurd statemen| 
Sometimes the things we say show he 
little we believe. We often run throu 
the Creed and know not what we 2 
saying. We frequently pray the Lord 
Prayer and pray not at all because 
know not the cross. 


Again, it is God who must come_ 
our rescue, the God of the brig 
cloud, who says: “This is My belov 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Al 
other voice of God is the voice | 


thunder. It kills us, knocks us to 
ground until we see the Son transfi 


death is the source of God’s goé 
pleasure upon us. 

How do we experience that? G 
Himself tells us: “Hear ye Him.” H 
Him; don’t listen to yourself. He 
Him; don’t listen to the deception ¢ 
Satan and the world. Hear 
wounded, living Christ. Hear 


through the Gospel. That is how 
comes and touches us. 


And then, like the disciples on th 
Mount of Transfiguration, we see 
man save Jesus only. Jesus only, unde 
His cross and under our cross. Jesu 
only, in His death and under our dying 
Jesus only, risen again to live in ow 
newness of life and in our eternal 
with God. 


Hear ye Him, Jesus the beloved $0 
of God, the Source of God’s goo 
pleasure — transfigured before you 

the death He endured for you. 


WILLIAM A. BUEG 
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. Birthright 
Worth Preserving 


BILL AUTHORIZING THE DEPART- 
iT OF THE INTERIOR to acquire title 
1d St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
rch in Philadelphia and include it 
ng the pre-Revolutionary historic 
1es of Independence National His- 
‘al Park was introduced in the 
se of Representatives by Rep. 
es A. Byrne (D. — Pa.), according 
Religious News Service, Jan. 21, 
l. 
ir. Byrne’s measure specifies that 
Secretary of the Interior must ac- 
e the church building “by donation 
vith donated funds” and assure its 


ical maintenance as part of the - 


“without any limitation or con- 
over its use for customary church 
oses.” 
he “historic shrine” would continue 
ouse a Roman Catholic congrega- 
and a Roman Catholic school. 
the bill is passed, very little of the 
rican taxpayers’ money will find 
yay into the papal coffers through 
Congressional appropriation. But 
ill create an incongruous situation. 
instrument of an intolerant re- 
us body will become the symbol of 
edom this church would deny were 
le to do so. 
vidences of this intolerance appear 
pain, where Protestants are forbid- 
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den to advertise their worship; in Italy, 
where Protestant clergy have been ar- 
rested; and in parts of South America, 
where Protestant missionaries have been 
stoned. 


Value of Freedom 


America’s religious freedom is im- 
periled by various forms of intolerance, 
ranging from protests against the 
ringing of church bells to insidious 
propaganda against the church as an 
institution. The kingdoms of this world 
continue to set themselves against the 
Lord and against His Christ. 

Yet many “religious” Americans are 
unalarmed. They have become lacka- 
daisical with regard to their heritage of 
freedom. They pride themselves upon 
the possession of a treasure, but they 
do not bestir themselves for its pres- 
ervation. 

Isn’t religious freedom important? 
Isn’t it worth preserving? We begin to 
lose a possession when we fail to use 
it. If religious freedom is to be a bless- 


ing, therefore, we must not only safe- 
guard our heritage; we must exercise 
its privileges. 

We have lived through a generation 
in which many parents have run out on 
their responsibility to train their chil- 
dren in the way of the Lord. They have 
been permitted to determine for them- 
selves what kind of religion they would 
espouse. 

Now these children have become 
parents, muffling their consciences, 
while they allow their children to decide 
whether or not they shall worship. And 
many are choosing not to worship. Why 
should they be interested in a freedom 
which has for them no positive value? 


Preparation for Freedom 


We need preparation for the full en- 
joyment of any freedom. Certain prob- 
lems of racial integration, for example, 
are rooted in the fact that former slaves 
were not prepared for the liberty of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. 

Freedom does not simply mean the 
removal of restraints, so that a youth 
could tear along a highway until he 
wrecks his car, causing property dam- 
age or perhaps death, in his bid for 
freedom. 

When a child is born, we recognize 
the responsibility of providing for it 
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and training it for life. By imposed 
restraints and disciplines, we train him 
to discipline himself. As the child de- 
velops, we gradually remove restric- 
tions and allow the child more freedom. 

But how tragic it is when a child 
matures physically but lacks the proper 
training to use his freedom! How tragic 
it is when a youth, free of childhood 
restraints, discards all moral and spir- 
itual values, and lives without Christ 
and the church. 

This failure multiplied becomes a 
trend and finally a general condition, 
producing immoral revolts and decadent 
standards. These in turn bring on the 
loss of more and more freedom. Finally 
people are reduced to slavery, the most 
disastrous of which is enslavement to 
Satan himself. 


Freedom Through Christ 


Christ has set us free from all these 
tyrannies. But Christ does not offer the 
enjoyment of freedom’s privileges with- 
out its responsibilities and duties. His 
freedom bestows the power to express 
one’s personality and nature, not as it 
has been injured and corrupted by sin, 
but as it has been healed and renewed 
by His redeeming blood. 

God wants us to be His sons and 
daughters, not slaves who accommodate 
themselves to their bonds. 

When a lion is first caged, he moves 
back and forth, roaring and raging, be- 
cause he wants to be free. Gradually he 
learns to accustom himself to his cage. 

Christ does not want us to resign 
ourselves to living in a cage, the cor- 
rupt and ungodly nature which keeps 
so many people in bondage. He desires 
to bless us with the liberty to live as 
the children of God — forever. 

Satan begrudges us this liberty. He 
beguiles us into thinking that the wor- 
ship of God is enslavement. He would 
have us believe that religious liberty is 
freedom from religion, freedom from all 
moral and spiritual restraint, and free- 
dom from the God who has made us. 

As we learn to know Christ and His 
saving power through the Gospel, how- 
ever, we are endowed with the freedom 
to live in the full sense of the word. 
There are those who must live Christ’s 
life dangerously because of intolerance 
and tyranny. Yet they live. 

How much more nobly and cheer- 
fully should our lives reveal Christ’s 
freedom, since our government safe- 
guards our right to live as God would 
have us live! 

Cherish this liberty. Train the chil- 
dren to exercise its privileges. Express 
your freedom by worshiping God in the 
liberty that is your birthright. 


BERNARD H. HEMMETER 


Witness Comments 
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Statistics or People? 


The parochial reports of our congregations 
have brought interesting information regarding the 
work of the local churches during the year 1956. 
To learn that the congregation has grown, that 
the pastor has baptized many and confirmed 
a large number, that the members have been 
faithful in their church and Communion attend- 
ance and in their support of the Lord’s work, 
brings joy to every child of God. 

Yet those figures in the parochial reports dare 
never remain figures. They represent people, 
individuals for whom Christ died. We belittle 
people by permitting them to be simply statistics. 
In most instances those figures point out a respon- 
sibility. The baptized children whom we have 
placed on our Soul-Accounting Records challenge 
us to have an effective program of Christian 
education. The confirmed children and adults, 
the new members, demand that we establish an 
opportunity for them to serve the Lord actively 
in the church. The inactive and delinquent mem- 
bers, who keep the church and Communion at- 
tendance figures low, we must confront with the 
need for increased use of the Word of God and 
the Sacrament of the Altar. The weddings must 
make us think of couples who need our help in 
establishing Christian family life. 

The boards and committees of our congrega- 
tion, together with every member, will do well to 
use the statistics as a means of taking inventory 
and then to make those figures a challenge for 
an ever better program of education, service, and 
stewardship in the congregation. 


Recruit Ministers Early 


Practically all Christian denominations are ex- 
periencing a dearth of ministers. Death and resig- 
nations are taking their toll. Theological sem- 
inaries are not furnishing a sufficient number of 
candidates to supply the many vacancies. 

Is anybody doing anything to interest more 
young men in the ministry? 

The American Lutheran Church is putting on 
a campaign to enlist recruits. In the Toledo, 
Ohio, area 100 congregations recently sponsored 
a “men for the ministry” conference, which was 
attended by some 400 high school students. 
Seven other states have been selected for similar 
meetings. In Missouri Synod circles represent- 
atives of four schools recently addressed 450 
young people in Trinity Church, Hicksville, N. Y., 
at a “Christian Campus Crusade Night” (Decem- 
ber 4 WITNESS, page 17). 

In general, our pastors and teachers are the 
primary instruments in enlisting young boys and 
girls to prepare for service in the church. An 
opportune time has always been the years of 
confirmation instruction. 

Why not begin earlier? The home is the place 
to begin recruiting church workers. Even in chil- 
dren of preschool age the conditioning can begin. 
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Wanted 


The Key to Joyful Living 


How? Fundamental is the careful nurture of tl 
young in God’s Word, the family devotions, tl 
common prayers, the regular attendance, with tl 
children, at public worship, service in the coi! 
gregation, the godly life of father and mothe 
Parents can do much in the impressionable age | 
their children to mold a proper attitude towa 
the ministry. They should never speak in a dero 
atory manner about the holy office. On the co 
trary, parents should instill in the young t 
highest regard for the ministry as the most i 
portant profession in life: leading lost sheep 
the Shepherd of their souls and strengtheni 
their faith in the Savior of men. 
Begin recruiting early! 


“Wanted: Your Home for a Retired Ministe 
is the heading of a full-page advertisement in t 
October 13 issue of Presbyterian Life. Hundred 
of retired ministers, the Presbyterian Board 
Pensions said, are without a home of their o 
since they lived most of their lives in a ma 
(parsonage) and upon retirement were withor 
sufficient funds to purchase a home of their o 
The Board suggests that people who can afford | 
give their home (after they no longer need it 
or make provision in their will, for worthy retire 
servants of the church. 

An excellent suggestion! While some of o 
congregations do make living quarters availab 
for their pensioned pastors, many churches al 
unable to make such provision. Surely, there 
Lutheran couples in our Synod who could adof 
the Presbyterian plan to ease the burden of thos 
who have spent their strength in the service 
the Lord. 


1 
f 
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: 


St. Augustine once wrote, “All things are eas 
for love.” A tremendous truth! Love moved th 
Father to sacrifice His only-begotten Son. Lo 
impelled Christ to bring that sacrifice for 
mankind. 

Love makes it easier for a child of God to ta 
up his cross. Love furnishes the strength to bea 
the burdens of suffering and the pains of pers 
tion. Love spurs the Christian to relieve the we 
of others and to spread the Word to dying sow Is 

Love works wonders in family life. Love com 
pels the father to provide with ceaseless determt- 
nation for the well-being of his loved ones. Love 
carries the Christian wife and mother through the 
endless routine of homemaking day and night 
the needs of husband or children so demand. ff 
Christian love, children honor and obey their pat 
ents and give them tender care when the yeals 
bring them labor and sorrow. 

Love shortens and smooths the rough road 
life, dulls the barbs of ridicule, recharges 
Christian with constant concern for the well-be 
of others. Love is the key to joyful living. — 


H 
A! 
: 
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voose Leaves 


‘Adventure in Faith” 


When a young girl entered the hospital with 
T. B. meningitis which had reached the brain, 
nine doctors pronounced her case hopeless. 

During the first months our visits were short. 
Only sometimes was the patient able to partici- 
pate. It was eventually learned that the patient 
had been baptized in one of our Lutheran 
churches but had not been confirmed because the 
entire family had drifted away from membership. 

God saw fit to perform a miracle with this 
girl. It seemed “almost overnight” the meningitic 
part of her condition disappeared. The doctors 
still shake their heads in amazement and call her 
“the miracle girl.” 

As she was continuing treatment for tubercu- 
losis, we had many long talks. She spoke often 
of the realization of what God had done for her. 
Finally she took instructions so that upon her 
discharge from the hospital she might be an ac- 
tive member of the church. She was confirmed. 

Recently her doctor told her they had done all 
they could for her with medication. She was given 
the choice of going home with scar tissue, which 
might or might not mean another breakdown, or 
consenting to an operation. Choosing the opera- 
tion, she said that after what God had done for 
her in the past, she had no fear of surgery. She 
felt confident that if it was God’s will, He would 
see her through the operation. — DEACONESS 
DOLORES HACKWELDER in Newsletter, Lutheran 
Mission Association of Greater St. Louis. 


~Shurch Guests 
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Have you ever paged through the Guest Regis- 
ter to find the name and address of a stranger in 
church whom you were unable to meet? 

On June 17 of last year, three interesting names 
were entered in “Our Church Guest Record” at 
the conclusion of the late Communion service: 
A. P. Dorkney, Jr., Hernando, Miss.; James W. 
True, East Prairie, Mo.; and Hanley Lindsay, 
Clarksdale, Miss. All three indicated that they 
were Southern Baptists. 

The three arrived after the service had begun 
and were ushered to the last pew. During Com- 
munion — for which the three respectfully re- 
mained — Mr. True inquired of Mr. Rudolph 
Maass whether we practiced “open” or “close” 
Communion. Mr. True was correctly informed 
that we have close Communion, that in the Lu- 
theran Church only those of the Lutheran faith 
(and those who have previously registered) at- 
tend the Lord’s Supper. 

At the close of the service the visitors intro- 
duced themselves to the pastor. Mr. True had 
attended our church service the year before. He 
dusted peas in the Portage area. Our service last 
year had impressed him; so he returned this year 
and brought two of his friends. 

He regretted that he could not commune in 
our church, yet understood our attitude of close 
Communion. He left with the remark, “Even 
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though we did not commune together today, we 
hope to commune together in heaven.” The fol- 
lowing Wednesday James True, while dusting 
peas, crashed at Tomah and died. 

Several pointed questions arise within us, and 
we ask you to answer them honestly: 

1. Are you as eager as James True to attend 
church services while you are away from home? 
While your work takes you from place to place? 


2. Are you as eager as James True to invite 
others to attend services with you away from 
home? It takes courage and conviction to do this. 


3. Do you feel the need of communing while 
you are away from home, or is Communion con- 
fined to your home church? 


4. Are you eager to sit through a Communion 
service even though you do not commune? The 
blessing concludes a service. James True carried 
the blessing to his death. 


5. Do you know when death will meet you or 
whether this service and Communion will be your 
last? Of course not. Yet you would want to have 
been at church and the Lord’s Table if death 
should strike this week. 

Thank you, James True, guest at church serv- 
ices on June 17, for the lessons you have taught 
us. — Lutheran Parish News, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Portage, Wis., Rev. Gerhard Huebner, 
pastor. 


Rome’s Sectarian Ambitions 


The Roman Catholic Church is again stirring 
religious controversy in American life by seeking 
to reopen the issue of diplomatic relations with 
the Vatican. The Knights of Columbus in their 
recently held national convention voted unani- 
mously to adopt as their priority effort for 1957 
the appointment of a United States ambassador 
or “at the very least . . . a personal representative 
of the president” to the Vatican. The Arch- 
diocesan Union of Holy Name Societies meeting 
in Boston this month called upon the government 
to establish “full diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican, thus bringing about a closer cooperation 
with the spiritual and temporal forces of the 
world.” These actions mean that all who believe 
in and seek to maintain the separation of church 
and state will need to be alert to prevent such 
an appointment, which would be contrary to the 
Bill of Rights. 

Christians and other citizens who believe in the 
separation of church and state, who rightly fear 
Roman clericalism when they see what it has 
brought about in some European countries, and 
who oppose the domination or undue influence 
of any one church upon our government, should 
make their voices heard. Tremendous pressures 
are constantly being applied to break down the 
separation of church and state in our country, and 
to give the Roman church preferential status. — 
The Church Herald (The Reformed Church in 
America) 
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precede the concerted five-day evangelism 


Six weeks before the mission Rev. John Oppliger commissions mé 
of Immanuel Congregation to make a religious census of thei 
munity. Later, lay visitors speak of Christ to the unchurched, 
them to the mission services, and encourage them and their fe 
to take the steps that will lead to the Savior. 


What is Synod’s Department of Evangelism try 
to do through evangelism missions? 
A lay visitor, one of 40,411 who have comple 
44,535 calls in 24 of the missions, summarizes 
Department’s objectives by saying: “I am grateful t 
our Synod offers its lay people an opportunity 


guidance and training in this type of work. 
f C “We lay visitors felt so strongly we personally h 
been blessed,” he added, “that we formed a permané 


Evangelism Committee to continue a planned progre 
A E li of local evangelism.” 
rea vange icm In each of the 432 congregations taking part 
: a PTR mission, men and women have learned eva 
gelism by actually doing it. 


Micsions : 


Layman Ferd Gast (left), chairman-of the central 
committee, daily lists completed calls in a cumulative 
report. Offerings of all evening services are pooled 
to meet expenses of the mission. Surplus goes to the 
Department of Evangelism. 


The teaching period comes during an evening 
meal. From 6:45 to 8:00 P. M. visitors go out 
to reach the prospects, and then they return 
for the preaching part of the mission. After- 


ion to the attention of the public. 


4 Lay visitors attend the opening service for com- 
missioning and instruction in their work as evan- 
gelists. The program stresses lay activity. 


missions conducted by Synod’s Department of 
sm have brought 5,178 adults to membership 
and 6,256 children to Sunday school. Lay 
have forwarded to their pastors 3,298 requests 
ism. 


as blessed the regional evangelism in ways 
ot be measured. The members of participating 
itions have learned to share their Savior with 


-TR mission aims to remind all Christians — 
eep them reminded — that they are “workers 
with God.” 


typical pictures were taken at the St. Louis 
ssion,. 


peaks at the Mission to the Wives of 
of the program. 


St. Louis pastors and 
their guest missioners 
daily heard Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Hillmer(above), 
Executive Secretary of 
the Board for Missions 
in North and South 
America; Rev. Oswald 
A. Waech (center), Sec- 
retary of Evangelism; 
and Rev. Elmer A. 
Kettner (below), editor 
of Advance. 


The St. Louis mission concluded with a 
Reformation rally and a summary report 
of the evangelism effort. 
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Synod Javors the policy 


that congregations reach 
out in their communities 
rather than move out 


By WILLIAM H. HILLMER 
Executive Secretary 


Board for Missions 
in North and South America 


The California and Nevada District established a new mission 
at Atwater, Calif., July 8, 1956. Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Albrecht, 
lay mission workers for the District, did the preliminary work. 
Seventy people attended the first service, held in the Woman’s 
Club House. Synod’s Home Mission Board made the necessary 
funds available to the California and Nevada District to begin 
this mission. 


Similarly, more than a hundred times during 1956, Synod 
co-operated with Districts to open new home missions. District 
Mission Boards are constantly striving to start congregations in 
promising areas. Our goal during the current decade is to establish 
1,350 new congregations in North America. The 34 boards in- 
volved in the operation of home missions are Synod’s Home Mis- 
sion Board, Synod’s Church Extension Board, and the 32 District 
Mission and Extension Boards. While each District pays for its 
own home mission program, some Districts receive subsidy from 
Synod. 


Bethlehem Church, Richmond, Va., together with the South- 
eastern District’s Mission Board, opened a mission in the western 
section of Richmond. Fifty-eight people worshiped in the first 
service, conducted in a public school. The practice of congrega- 
tions in joining with District Mission Boards to establish a new 
congregation is frequent. Synod’s St. Paul Convention encouraged 
churches to sponsor new missions either in their own District or 
elsewhere. Through such sponsorship, the congregation, consult- 
ing with the District Mission Board, assists in purchasing a site, 
erecting a building, and paying operating expenses for a specified 
time. 

The Christian Century recently called attention to the work of 
First Immanuel Lutheran Church in Chicago. Here is an example 
of a congregation remaining in its original location, though the 
community has changed. 

At two conventions, Synod favored a policy whereby congre- 
gations reach out in their communities rather than move out. 
Synodical resolutions also encouraged District Mission Boards to 
grant assistance where necessary to enable the church to continue 
to serve in areas where for years it has carried on its work. 

Home Missions has two functions: 

(1) establishing new congregations so that in an increasing 

number of communities the Gospel will be preached and 
- the Sacraments administered; and 

(2) aiding and encouraging existing congregations to extend 

their missionary outreach in their communities. 
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1957 Home Mission 
Conference 


“With excellent blueprints on paper 
and a rededicated determination in our 
hearts, let’s put to work in our Dis- 
tricts what we have resolved here be- 
fore God.” In words to this effect, 
Rev. Arthur Haake, chairman, ad- 
journed the Home Mission Conference 
held at the Statler Hotel, St. Louis, Mo., 
January 22—25, 1957, and attended by 
150 men representing each District of 
North America: 

The conference abounded in inspira- 
tion, highlighted by the devotions led 
by Rev. Henry Hartner, chaplain, and 
Dr. Arnold Grumm, First Vice-Presi- 
dent of Synod. Rev. William Hillmer, 
Executive Secretary of Synod’s Home 
Mission Board, stated the purpose of 
the conference: to put on paper Home 
Mission procedures to guide us in our. 
unfinished task of reaching the uncon- | 
verted in America. 

The conference was assisted in this 
purpose by the analysis of a critical 
self-study that had been made by a 
special committee, instructed to aid the 
Home Mission Board in surveying the 
entire Home Mission operation of | 
Synod and its Districts. 


IN RECENT YEARS Synod established 
an Urban Advisory Commission and 
the Rural Life Commission. Both of 
these came into prominence at the coum 
ference. 

The Board was urged to secure a full- 
time man to give attention to the prob- 
lems reflected in the report of the 
Urban Advisory Commission. The con- 
ference also recommended that the 
Board co-operate with the Urban De- 
partment of the National Lutheran 
Council in making surveys of metro- 
politan areas. 


FROM EACH District, Church Ex-_ 
tension men had been sent to share. 
with all of us their experiences with | 
church extension and the Church Ex- | 
tension Fund. We were all thrilled to | 
hear William Fenske, who has accepted 
the assignment to gather for the use of 
cur churches a $38,000,000 fund. This 
will provide help for a great projec 
vital to the life of our congregations. 


SINCE SYNOD DOES ITS WORK through 
the various Districts, District Home 
Mission Boards are synodical boards 
and are to be mindful of the total pic: 
ture of Synod. The conference there- 
fore recommended that the District 
Home Mission Boards concern them 
selves with the total mission prograf 
of all the congregations of their Dis 
trict, not simply with the subsidizec 
congregations. ; 


The conference was unanimous in its 
inion that new churches mothered by 
[f-supporting congregations should be 
ider the guidance and supervision of 
e District Home Mission Board. 


BECAUSE SYNOD LACKS THE MAN- 
WER and the means to establish a 
ngregation in every community, the 
nference recognized the importance 
careful study before moving into 
2as where Synod is not represented. 
The conference recommended that 
strict Home Mission Boards consult 
th the Regional Committees of the 
LC in the planning of new churches 
that our church plants may be placed 
strategically as possible. This recom- 
sndation was referred to the Praesi- 
um of Synod for an opinion. 


IN VIEW OF THE FACT that the guid- 
ce and financial support of congre- 
tions in Negro areas will be accepted 
fore too long as a responsibility by 
Districts of Synod, the conference 
terated the resolution of the Hous- 
1 Convention, namely, “that ‘Synod 
clare its willingness to support this 
rk also in those Districts which can- 
t carry the financial load.” 


THE PASTORS AND LAYMEN represent- 
x the District Mission Boards recog- 
red that the changing population 
ifts in many metropolitan areas con- 
yt Our congregations with serious 
oblems. The members of the con- 
‘ence were convinced that we have 
sod-given obligation toward minority 
yups in these metropolitan areas. 
The conference urged congregations 
accept the challenge of their chang- 
¥ communities. 

The District Mission Boards were 
o asked to give attention to this new 
ssion opportunity and to make avail- 
le financial assistance that may be 
juired. 


IT IS EVIDENT that our Home Mis- 
nm Board is meeting the challenge of 
shanging and growing America. Not 
ly is the Board recognizing the need 
- establishing new congregations in 
sas Of vast expansion; it is aware of 
> vital need for ongoing evangelism. 
How heart-stirring it was to hear tes- 
10nials showing how God has richly 
sssed the Preaching-Teaching-Reach- 
y Mission of our church. 


WHILE THE CHURCH EXTENSION 
ARD was making its presentation, it 
s asked whether we should extend 
rselves to meet all our opportunities. 
e assembly answered by singing “The 
urch’s One Foundation.” 

With the Lord of the Church and His 
irit to guide, we will go forward. We 
aot fail. O. H. REINBOTH 

a 


ca HOR 19ST 
es - 


The missionaries of Synod 


are our representatives, 
doing the work God has 


assigned to us 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 
President of Synod 


“Please do not ask us, ‘How do you like it in your foreign 
field?’ We realize that we do not have the modern conveniences 
which you enjoy and which we also had when we were in America. 
Do not discourage us. Rather would I plead that you pray for 
us and for the mission work which you have asked us to do. 
With St. Paul, we ask that you pray for us that we may open our 
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the Gospel.” 


Who can ever forget this plea from one of our foreign mis- 
sionaries as he spoke to the Houston Convention? I will always 
remember how the eyes of the delegates were fastened on the 
speaker and how the listeners with rapt attention heard the mis- 
sionary from the Philippine Islands. 


From Hawaii we read: “Your missionary here is helpless with- 
out the power of God’s Holy Spirit to change men’s hearts. How 
sad he has been to hear the excuses men give for not accepting 
Christ! The old Buddhist religion of their forefathers cannot be 
forsaken because it will sadden the souls of a living father or 
a dead grandfather. Your missionary needs your prayers to give 
God’s power to his witness, to enlighten those held by superstition 
and the darkness of idolatry. Please, pray!” 

Missionaries are in need of our prayers. This is true of our 
Kingdom workers both at home and abroad. They themselves are 
fervent in prayer. However, they — especially the men in distant 
lands — implore us for support through prayer. 

The missionaries of our Synod are our representatives. They 
are doing the work which God assigned to us when He said: “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
Jesus said: “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me. . . unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” We should, therefore, take as much 
interest in the missionaries and in their work as though we our- 
selves were doing it. 

We do not pray enough for them. In many a divine service 


‘there is no word of prayer for our hundreds of missionaries who 


are doing abroad the work of our congregations. Many home 
devotions are conducted and many private petitions spoken with- 
out mentioning the important work of missions. Do you pray for 
this work regularly? 

Will prayer bring results? It will be of tremendous value to 
our missionaries if they know that we are interceding for their 
cause. Much more than that. God says: “The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” And think of it as 
proof of what such prayer accomplishes. He reminds us of Elijah’s 
prayer for rain after a drouth of three years and six months. To 
be sure, prayer brings results. Let us pray more for our missions. 
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THE 


Psalter 


Psalm 25:6, 7: “Remember, O Lord, 
Thy tender mercies and Thy loving-kind- 
nesses; for they have been ever of old. 
Remember not the sins of my youth nor 
my transgressions; according to Thy mercy 
remember Thou me for Thy goodness’ 
sake, O Lord.” 


God’s Remembrance 


There are some things — too many, 
alas! — that we would rather have God 
forget. The hasty word, the selfish 
desire, the evil deed; the countless 
wrongful acts that we have committed, 
and the countless good deeds that we 
have omitted — all these we pray God 
in His mercy to forget. 

The psalmist in our text, however, 
has a special concern. He prays, “Re- 
member not the sins of my youth.” 
Youth is a time of special exposure to 
the devil’s wiles. As we think back 
upon our youth, there is much that we 
would fain expunge from our record. 
We penitently ask the Lord, “Remem- 
ber not the sins of my youth!” 

To utter that prayer is to have it 
answered. God in His mercy will not 
remember our youthful sins if we con- 
fess them in a spirit of true repentance. 

Youth, however, is not the only time 
of life in which we are subject to folly 
and temptation. As we _ continue 
through life, the devil devises new traps 
to ensnare us and alters the methods of 
his spiritual attack. While the glittering 
baubles that caught our youthful fancy 
may no longer attract us, there are 
other temptations — more subtle, per- 
chaps, but just as deadly — that would 
lead us away from God. 

Every step of the way we need to 
echo the psalmist’s prayer: “According 
to Thy mercy remember Thou me for 
Thy goodness’ sake, O Lord!” His 
mercy will keep us from yielding to 
sin. His mercy will lend us new strength 
for each day. 

For the God who has forgotten our 
sins of the past has promised to re- 
member something else: His eternal 
mercy, His everlasting love. These, 
says David, “have been ever of old.” 

That mercy is old as Creation’s dawn. 
That mercy is new as each rising sun. 
That mercy has forgiven the sins of our 
youth. That mercy will sustain us to 
the grave — and beyond. 


THOMAS COATES 


“LEARN OF ME” 


In one respect the Lutheran Service 
is like a school. It has lessons. It im- 
parts instruction. Luther held that the 
Order of Service educates young and 
old in the Scriptures. 


The teaching part of the Service cen- 
ters in the sermon and in the so-called 
Propers — the Introit, the Collect, the 
Epistle, the Gradual, and the Gospel. 
Each Sunday has a message of its own, 
which is keynoted in the Introit, then 
prayed about in the Collect, then 
warned about in the Epistle, then 
handed on by the Gradual, and finally 
highlighted in the Gospel. 


Let us see how the Propers develop 
the message of the first Sunday in the 
church year. 


The Introit devotionalizes the theme: 
“Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul.” 

The Collect converts the theme into 
prayer: “Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy 
power, O Lord, and come.” 


The Epistle counsels about the 
theme: “Now it is high time to awake 
out of sleep; for now is our salvation 
nearer.” 


The Gradual advances the theme: 
“All they that wait on Thee shall not 
be ashamed, O Lord.” 


The Gospel clinches the theme: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 


In this manner the Propers for the 
First Sunday in Advent develop the 
message of the coming of Christ. Each 
Sunday and each festival projects a 
message that is proper to it. The Serv- 
ice does this in order to complete in 
the course of one year a review of the 
saving truths of the Christian faith. 


It was not always so. In the early 
church the Bible was read in the serv- 
ices in consecutive installments. But it 
was not long before proper readings 
were appointed for the festivals. Grad- 
ually lessons were selected for all Sun- 
days. Step by step the other Propers 
were added until the church year pre- 
sented the whole counsel of God for 
our salvation. No truth that we need 
to know is forgotten. Nothing has been 
included that is unworthy. Centuries of 
Christian faith and experience have 
fashioned the Lutheran Order of Serv- 
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ice into a trustworthy guide for our 
daily life and salvation. 


The church year has two sections: 
The Half Year of the Lord and the 
Half Year of the Church. The first half 
takes us through the life of Jesus. We 
prepare for His coming in the Advent 
season. We celebrate His birth at 
Christmas and throughout the Epiphany 
season. Gradually the mood changes to 
the solemnity of Lent, during which 
the suffering, crucifixion, and death of! 
the Lord are impressed upon our hearts 
because we know He endured all for us. 


Then Easter, the queen of festivals, 
bursts upon our lives. Its gladness. 
stays with us throughout the rest of the 
year, for every Sunday is a miniature | 
Easter. The Ascension of the Lord 
occasions further joy. Pentecost, or 
Whitsunday, the feast of the Holy Spirit 
and the anniversary of the founding of | 
the Christian Church, terminates the 
first half of the church year. 


Trinity Sunday marks the division 
between the two halves of the church 
year. Thereafter the Sundays present 
the teachings of the Lord Jesus as a 
guide for our Christian life. Thus the 
Service maintains a seasonal rhythm 
keeping the church in spiritual health, 


The Sermon especially is an essential 
part of the teaching function of the 
Service. The Reformation restored the 
sermon. Luther said: “Where God’s 
Word is not preached, it would 
better we did not sing or read or even 
come together.” Luther placed the ser- 
mon after the Gospel and after the 
Creed for a good reason. The sermon 
is to proclaim the Gospel and the faith 
of the church. 

The Lutheran sermon is neither ora- 
tion nor lecture nor speech. It is bott 
proclamation and acclamation. It tells 
what God has done for the people anc 
voices the people’s gratitude: Generally | 
the sermon treats the message for tht 
day or a directly related theme. 

The Lutheran Service is like a school 
a very special school, a school tha 
leads to Jesus Christ. 

In addition to its educational fune 
tion the Service is also the tie that bind: 
Christians together in fellowship, as \ 
shall see in the next installment. 


GERHARDT MAHLER 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS | 


A 


ny 


Sins — forgotten on Judgment Day? 


® The “Unjust Steward” — why commended? 


® Chaplaincies — unscriptural, unionistic? 


® Little Sins — exempted from repentance? 
@ Prayer after Death — for the dead? 


Wiad. NNSWER? | 


iestion: Since a Christian repents 
his sins and God has promised to 
member his sins no more, why, 
on, must every man give an account 
himself on Judgment Day? 


Answer: Your question may be an- 
ered in this way: Jesus will be the 
dge. He knows even now who be- 
ves and who does not believe in 
m (John 6:64). He is the omniscient 
td who knows what is in man (John 
25). Judgment is going on even now 
ohn 3:18). When people die, their 
ils go either to heaven or to hell, 
pending on their faith or lack of 
th (e. g., Moses, Matt. 17:3; Judas, 
tts 1:25). Yet it pleased God to plan 
day of judgment for all men at the 
d of time (Matt. 25:31-46), which 
ll be needed more for those who are 
ve at the time of the Lord’s coming 
in for those who by then have died. 


Christians need not fear death or 
igment, for Christ has delivered 
2m from both. For them both days 
> the day of their redemption from 
evil. Then Christ will honor them 
blicly and take them with Him to 
ire His everlasting glory. For un- 
lievers Judgment Day is a day of 
ath and retribution for their rejection 
the Gospel. 


iestion: Will you please explain the 
rds: “And the lord commended 
> unjust steward because he had 
ne wisely” (Luke 16:8)? 


Answer: The lord who commended 
> unjust steward who had defrauded 
; master so shamefully is not the 
rd Jesus, but that steward’s master. 
» marveled at his dishonest servant’s 
rewdness in looking out for his per- 
al interests when he was losing his 
sition, and he acknowledged that act. 
sus tells this parable, not to encour- 
e us to practice such dishonesty, but 
move us to practice wise Christian 
wardship of the goods entrusted 
us. This is done when we use these 
3 
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goods to make friends by generously 
supporting missionary and charitable 
endeavors. On Judgment Day the re- 
cipient of these favors will bear witness 
to our deeds of mercy. All dishonesty 
is an abomination to Jesus, as we learn 
from verses 10 to 12. 


Question: Are the services rendered 
by the United States and the Cana- 
dian military chaplains necessarily 
unionistic and clearly contrary to 
Scripture? If so, why? But if not, 
why not? 


Answer: I am not in a position to 
speak for the situation in Canada, but 
the authorities in the United States 
have given our chaplains the assurance 
that they need never do anything which 
they consider to be contrary to the 
teachings of their church, of the Bible, 
and of their own conscience. They are 
never required to join with chaplains of 
other denominations in union services 
and the like. They enjoy complete free- 
dom of religion, conscience, and speech. 
That they are again and again con- 
fronted with situations and temptations 
which would result in unionistic and 
unscriptural practices must be admitted. 
Our Armed Services Commission stands 
ready at all times to serve our chap- 
lains with proper guidance and counsel. 
If any of them should ever become 
guilty of unscriptural practices, they 
would have to assume the full responsi- 
bility. I am certain our Canadian chap- 
lains enjoy the same religious freedom. 


Question: Does not repentance go 
hand in hand with faith in order to 
be saved? I have seen many Christian 


people who are not sorry for many . 


little sins which they willingly com- 
mit. Will they be saved? 


Answer: You are posing a very diffi- 
cult question. In theory the answer is 
very simple. Repentance and faith 
must be sincere if salvation is to fol- 
low, but it is impossible for us to 
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judge in any individual case whether 
people are truly penitent for larger 
sins but impenitent for “smaller” ones. 
Our best procedure will be to make 
sure that we ourselves are truly peni- 
tent and have a sincere faith in our 
Savior. Then, if it seems that our 
brethren or sisters in the faith are 
careless, we should alert them to the 
danger to which they are exposing 
themselves and in that way lead them 
to see and repent of the error of their 
way. By all means let us not judge 
other people’s hearts and motives. The 
Lord knows them that are His. In due 
time He will render a just verdict upon 
every human being. 


Question: Does our church pray for 
the dead when it asks God to “grant 
to the lifeless body . . . a joyful 
resurrection to life everlasting”? 


Answer: This petition, which we 
offer at the death of a Christian 
brother or sister, has nothing to do 
with the deceased person’s salvation. 
The entire prayer is based on the as- 
sumption that the deceased has entered 
the heavenly mansions. Special em- 
phasis is placed on the fact that God 
brought him or her to the knowledge 
of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ; hence, 
when the prayer continues: “Grant to 
the lifeless body rest in the bosom of 
the earth and hereafter, together with 
us all, a joyful resurrection to life ever- 
lasting,” the petition is that the de- 
parted one’s ashes may remain undis- 
turbed and unmolested until the day 
of the resurrection of all flesh. There 
is nothing in the prayer to suggest that 
the departed one still needs the prayers 
of surviving Christians or believers to 
complete his entrance into heavenly 
bliss. For if he died in the faith, he is 
with the Lord (Luke 23:43; Rev. 14: 
13). If, however, he did not die in the 
faith, the prayers of his erstwhile 
church will not save him, the Roman 
Catholic doctrines of purgatory and 
Masses notwithstanding. O. E. SOHN 


17 


Of Government 


“Render unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar’s.” MATTHEW 22:21 


The Christian’s first loyalty is to the 
kingdom of God. However, he has 
a loyalty also to his government, as 
Christ Himself clearly indicated: “Ren- 
der unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s, and unto God the things that 
are God’s.” This passage demands that 
Christians give their loyalty and sup- 
port to Christ’s kingdom and to the 
government. 


Income-tax reports will soon be made 
out by millions of Americans. Some 
will cheat and defraud their govern- 
ment; others will report honestly but 
grudgingly. 

Christians, however, will view this 
report as an opportunity for service to 
the government under which by God’s 
grace they are permitted to live. “For 
this cause,” said St. Paul, “pay ye trib- 
ute also; for they are God’s ministers. 

. . Render, therefore, to all their dues; 
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom, 
to whom custom; fear, to whom fear; 
honor, to whom honor” (Rom. 13:6, 7). 


In a democracy the Christian himself 
helps to fashion the type of government 
under which he lives. He will, there- 
fore, work for honesty and integrity in 
government on all levels. By his ballot, 
his service, and his influence in office 
he will‘strive to create and maintain 
laws and practices in harmony with the 
desires of his Savior. 


The Christian will pray for his gov- 
ernment. St. Paul exhorts that, “first 
of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men, for kings, and for all that are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 

Surely, we give our government her 
just dues and proper obedience. Yet 
our greatest contribution to our nation 
lies in our faith in Christ, our Christian 
life, our earnest prayers, and the fact 
that — with the right attitude — we 
render unto Caesar the things which 
are Caesar’s. ARTHUR E. GRAF 


The Significance 
of the Masonic 
Lambskin 


THE LAMBSKIN, or white leather apron 
(usually 12” by 14”, or 14” by 16”), 
with its small overhanging triangular 
bib (3” or 4” deep) is the badge of the 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 
Freemasons number about 5.5 million 
in the world. Of this number 3,872,155 
are in the United States; 237,571 in 
Canada; 60,000 in Latin America; 
336,687 in Australasia; 8,000 in the 
Philippines; 997,000 in the Britsh Isles; 
and about 100,000 in continental Eu- 
rope. (Statistics Fraternal Societies 
1954, p. 233.) 

Many of our finest citizens are mem- 
bers of this fraternity. To them the 
lambskin is a most prized possession, 
to be worn “throughout an honorable 
life’ and on death to be placed with 


A Masonic Lambskin Apron 


them in the grave. The Masonic Moni- 
tors declare it to be “an emblem of 
innocence and the badge of a Mason.” 
(The Official Monitor of the Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons, State of Illinois 1915 
ed., p. 10 ff.; emphasis ours). It is be- 
stowed on each member in a most im- 
pressive ceremony with the following 
significant declaration: “The lamb has 
in all ages been deemed an emblem of 
innocence. He, therefore, who wears 
the. lambskin, or white leather apron, 
as the badge of a Mason, is thereby 
continually reminded of that purity of 
life and conduct which is so essentially 
necessary to his gaining admission into 
the Celestial Lodge where the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe presides” 
(ibid: p.15, under “Section Second, 
The Lambskin”; see also the Masonic 
Codebook, King Solomon and His Fol- 
lowers [Illinois], rev. ed., 1954, p. 34, 
Allen Publishing Co., New York; em- 
phasis ours). / 

In his Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry 
Dr. Albert G. Mackey, noted Masonic 
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writer, under the title “Apron,” hag 
this to say: “As to its material. A Ma | 
son’s apron must be made of lambskin} 
No other substance, such as linen, silk#} 
or satin could be substituted withoug} 
entirely destroying the emblematic char 
acter of the apron, for the material o 
the Mason’s apron constitutes one o 
the most important symbols of the pro- 
fession. The lamb has always been con 
sidered as an appropriate emblem o 
innocence. And hence we are taughs 
in the ritual of the first degree, that 
‘by the lambskin, the Mason is re 
minded of that purity of life and recti 
tude of conduct which is so essentiall 
necessary to his gaining admission intoq 
the Celestial Lodge above, where the 
Supreme Architect of the Universe for. 
ever presides.’” (1904 ed.; italics of 
last sentence ours. ) 

Here, then, is the real issue between! 
Freemasonry’ and Christianity. Chris- 
tianity teaches that no one can gain 
admission into heaven by his own good 
deeds, but solely and alone by the) 
merits and deeds of Jesus Christ. Any-) 
one who teaches that man can gain) 
salvation by his good conduct denies| 
Jesus Christ and is severed from Him, 
as St. Paul warns when he says: “Christ 
is become of no effect unto you [lit- 
erally, “Ye are completely severed from 
Christ”], whosoever of you are justi- 
fied by the Law; ye are fallen from 
grace” (Gal. 5:4). 

The symbol of the lamb, or of the 
lambskin, ought to stand only for Jesus 
Christ, the innocent “Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29); but when it is used, as 
in Freemasonry, to teach the very op- 
posite of what Christ teaches, then 
every man who accepts the Masoni 
white leather apron and joins in what 
it stands for is guilty of placing himsel 
in opposition to Jesus Christ. As Chris- 
tians we cannot do that. We have no 
alternative but to take our stand with 
Jesus, the only Savior. 


THEODORE F. NICKEL 


The One Approach to God 


Only by Christ can we come unto God, 

He is the Light and the Way and the Door. 

He shattered the terrible barrier of sin, 

Which would divide us from ‘God eve: 
more. 


Only the blood of the Lamb that was slain, 
The one Mediator between God and men, 
Can blot our transgressions, redeem U 
from sin, 
And make us the Father’s own children 
again. 
Only those prayers are heeded by Goc 
That are said in the name of Christ Jesus. 
His Son; 

“If ye abide in Me and My words in you 
Ask what ye will, and it shall be done. 
WitMa E. MCNALLy 


alther Leaguers Support 
ynod’s Youth Work 


Church members are frequently as- 
lished to hear that Synod’s budget 
es not include youth work. It is true 
it Synod makes an annual appropria- 
n to the Board for Young People’s 
ork to help subsidize Lutheran Serv- 
Volunteer Schools, Youth Workers 
nferences, Youth Caravans, and the 
sparation of leadership materials 
ough the Walther League. 

The actual Walther League program, 
wever, is supported by the young 
yple themselves through their mem- 
‘ship contributions. 

For 1956—57 the League’s total 
dget is $97,800. Of this amount, 
- Leaguers pledged to raise $74,000 
May 31, 1957. 

So far, about $21,000 has been re- 
tted by the Leaguers to the Inter- 
ional treasury. This means that in 
- next few months they will need to 
id in more than $50,000. 

Can our young people meet this 
illenge? Melvin Piepenbrink, Inter- 
ional treasurer, believes they can 
vided counselors and pastors remind 
aguers of their obligations toward 


Melvin Piepenbrink, WL Treasurer 


ir Synod’s youth program. The Wal- 
r League believes that the best 
ining in Christian stewardship is for 
ith to support and administer its 
n program. 

Young people have money. In 1957 
nerica’s young people will purchase 
million dollars’ worth of Elvis Pres- 
-blessed items, according to Tide, 
jational advertising executives’ mag- 
ne. 

Missouri Synod young people are 
ning and spending their share of the 
‘tional income. The Leaguers can 
p the cause of their church’s youth 
ygram by sharing their monetary 
ssings with their Walther League. 
i AGP WK. 
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LLL Honors Former Officers 
with Merit Award 


Dr. Ernest J. Gallmeyer, a Fort 
Wayne businessman, and E. J. Echten- 
kamp, a retired Buffalo executive, will 
receive the 1957 Awards of Merit given 
by the Lutheran Laymen’s League for 
outstanding service to the church. 

The selection of these two church 
leaders was made from a list of 14 can- 
didates submitted to the LLL Board of 
Governors, who met in St. Louis, Jan- 
uary 19 and 20. 

Dr. Gallmeyer, for 21 years a mem- 
ber of Synod’s Board of Directors, is 
a past president of the LLL. Mr. Ech- 
tenkamp was vice-president of the 
League and president of the Western 
New York District. Both men have 
been active on all levels of church work 
throughout their lives. 

The formal presentation of the ini- 
tial awards in this annual program will 
be made at the 40th-anniversary con- 
vention of the League, when the two 
men will be guests of the 90,000- 
member organization. 

The Board discussed a program to 
aid Synod in recruiting full-time work- 
ers for the church, and the possibility 
of publicizing the Gospel in paid ad- 
vertisements. 


League Offers Pastors 
Parsonage-Exchange Service 


A parsonage-exchange service, offer- 
ing pastors of Synod opportunities to 
exchange parsonages and pulpits for 
vacation periods, has been inaugurated 
through the Placement Service columns 
of the Lutheran Layman. The an- 
nouncements will be carried with a 
blind box number. 


LLL Staff to Meet with 
College of Presidents 


Members of the LLL headquarters 
staff will meet with the synodical 
District Presidents at a luncheon in 
St. Louis on February 20. Arranged 
by Rev. George Wittmer, pastoral ad- 
viser of the LLL, the session will pro- 
vide an opportunity to explain the 
League’s program to these church 
leaders. 


League to Fete Graduates 
of Synod’s Schools 


Graduates of Synod’s four terminal 
schools will be guests of the LLL at 
dinners in River Forest, St. Louis, 
Springfield, and Seward. At these meet- 
ings the seniors will become acquainted 
with the LLL program in relation to 
their future parish activities. 

EeiVK: 
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LWML Program Stresses 
Missionary Education, 
Inspiration, Service 


The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League was organized with a threefold 
program of Missionary Education, Mis- 
sionary Inspiration, and Missionary 
Service to develop and maintain a 
greater mission consciousness among 
the women of Synod. 

Under the League’s program of Mis- 
sionary Education, the women make 


LWML members study missions 


a study of our church’s mission work. 
They learn that missions are not an 
extra but the real purpose of the church, 
in which they, too, have a part. 

Missionary Education is achieved 
through contact with missionaries at 
home and abroad, by means of study 
periods, topic discussions, and visual 
aids. 

The Missionary Inspiration derived 
from local, zone, and district meetings 
culminates in Missionary Service, the 
third emphasis of the LWML. 

Personal witnessing and soul-winning 
are primary aims in this service. A sec- 
ondary purpose is to gather voluntary 
gifts of love for synodically approved 
mission projects. 

Special mite boxes are used as the 
official and approved method of gath- 
ering these gifts. The League asks only 
for the mites of its members, the little 
extra gifts, over and above the regular 
offerings the women are already bring- 
ing to the Lord. 


Meridian Chapel Dedicated 


LWML members of the Gulf States 
District who attended the dedication 


. of the new chapel of Christ Church 


in Meridian, Miss., January 20, wit- 
nessed how God had translated LWML 
mites into visible blessing. 

It is largely through the prayers and 
gifts of the Gulf States Leaguers that 
the Meridian congregation (Rev. Arnim 
H. Polster, pastor) has a house of 
worship. M. W. 
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Lutheran Witness 


1882 —1957 


THE FIRST ISSUE 


The first issue of the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS, dated May 21, 1882, was 
mailed from the school hall of Trinity 
Church, Zanesville, Ohio. Charles 
Adolf Frank, energetic parish pastor 
and former theological professor, was 
the first editor. 

The tone of the WITNESS was fear- 
less, for this periodical was to become 
the new voice of confessional English 
Lutheranism. The Cleveland District 
Pastoral Conference, composed of some 
twenty Missouri Synod clergymen in 
northern and central Ohio, sponsored 
the WITNEss, putting $260 at the dis- 
posal of the infant paper. 


THE FIRST ISSUE carried no adver- 
tisements. Perhaps in imitation of other 
religious periodicals, the following ap- 
peared in the back of the first issue: 

“Advertisement. The Lutheran Wit- 
ness. This paper is published semi- 
monthly under the auspices of the 
Cleveland District Conference, and is 
devoted to the interests of the Joint 
Synod of Missouri and its friends. 

“Terms of Subscription: — $1.00 per 
year in advance. All communications 
should be addressed to The Lutheran 
Witness, 16 Harvey Street, Zanesville, 
Ohio.” 


THE GENERAL MAKE-UP of the WIT- 
NEss remained relatively unchanged for 
many decades and consisted of eight or 
nine departments. The first was the 
“Poetical.” Much of the verse pub- 
lished was original, contributed by Lu- 
therans from all over America. 

The “Doctrinal Section” and the 
“Polemical” frequently constituted the 
major portion of the WITNEss, since it 
was born in controversy. 


PROBLEMS OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 
were treated under “Practical,” the 
first issue dealing with conscience. 
The “Editorial Section” did not really 
blossom forth until later. 

Editor Frank proposed editorially 
that the purpose of the WirNEss be 
twofold: The first, previously discussed, 
was to defend the orthodox Lutheran 
position “against all who oppose it.” 

Frank stated the second purpose as 
follows: “A church paper is certainly 
a good means to do missionary work, 
to instruct, admonish and comfort, to 
educate the church and its members. 
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We have a home mission among our 
fellow citizens. . Now we surely 
ought to have a paper for the English 
Home Mission, unless we desire to 
neglect the opportunity which God has 
placed at our door. .. . Therefore we 
have undertaken and published this 
paper and are not at all discouraged 
by the seeming affront, that in some 
quarter people believe to have monopo- 
lized the use of the English language 
for a profitable purpose in the Church.” 


A SECTION WAS SET ASIDE for 
“Church News.” Surprisingly, the first 
issue had news of the church in Nor- 
way, Germany, England, and Egypt. 
The events on the “home front,” how- 
ever, were not neglected. The same 
issue compared the doctrinal basis of 
the General Synod with that of its 
Southern counterpart. The building 
project of the St. Louis Seminary, com- 
pleted in 1883, was also mentioned. 

Another department, discontinued 
only a few years ago, was entitled 
“Hearth and Home.” This brought 
homespun anecdotes and stories. An 
example from the first issue: 

A young man had a good mother, 
who prayed for him; he was a wild, 
reckless prodigal. Some time after his 
mother’s death he began to be troubled 

. and so he said he would go and 
join a secret society; he thought he 
would join the Odd Fellows. They sent 
and made inquiry about him, and they 
found he was a drunken sailor, so they 
black-balled him. . . . He went to the 

Free Masons: he had nobody to rec- 

ommend him, so they inquired and 

found there was no good in his char- 
acter, and they, too, black-balled him. 

. One day someone handed him 

a little notice in the street which in- 

vited him to come to church. He 

went in. He heard that Christ had 
come to save sinners. He believed Him; 
he took Him at His word; and, in 
reporting the matter, he said, he came 
to Christ without a character, and 
Christ had not black-balled him. 


THE EIGHTH SECTION was devoted to 
accounts from church history. The first 
narrative, quite appropriately, began 
with the origin of the Christian Church, 
dealing primarily with the birth of 
Christ. Not all materials to be pub- 
lished could be, categorized. Thus a 
“Miscellaneous” column was _ intro- 
duced. Aua. R. SUELFLOW 
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“Partakers — 
of Other Men’s 
Sins” | 


WHEN ST. PAUL WARNS Timothy ni 
to be “partaker of other men’s sins, 
the apostle is pointing to an area 
Christian life which has blind spots. 

Partaking of other men’s sins mean 
to have a share in them; to countenance 
them or to make light of them; to pe 
mit other men to continue in their sin 
rather than to reprove them. 

In a certain family, for example, on 
parent sternly rebukes the childre 
when they do wrong in God’s sigh 
The other parent, however, says: “O 
children must have their fun. We can’ 
be so strict!” 

By taking the part of the childre: 
and by condoning their sins, this paren 
becomes a partaker of their sins. 

Again, a pastor calls on an inactivi 
parishioner, inviting him to attend serv. 
ices and to partake of the Lord’s Su 
per. Instead of appreciating the pastor’ 
concern for his spiritual well-being, thi 
man resents it. 

What is more, the angry parishione 
goes to his friends, members of t 
church, and unloads his grievanc 
against the pastor. If these people do 
not defend their pastor because the 
do not wish to hurt the feelings of thei 
friend, they become partakers of his si 

Another situation: A minister 
Christ is to preach the Law and t 
Gospel, with primary emphasis on thi 
doctrine of salvation. But a past 
must without fear or favor preach it 
Law to secure and impenitent sinners. 
He must warn against the sins which 
beset the members of his church. : 

A pastor, however, may have in his 
congregation some wealthy, influential 
members whose social activities includé 
certain sinful practices. If the pastor 
denounces these practices, these mem: 
bers may turn against him. Yet if he 
remains silent and fails to rebuke 
sinners in his parish, he becomes a pat 
taker of other men’s sins. 

How tragic! “When I say to tht 
wicked, ‘Thou shalt surely die,’” Go 
told Ezekiel, “and thou givest him no 
warning, nor speakest to warn thi 
wicked from his wicked way to sav 
his life, the same wicked man sha 
die in his iniquity, but his blood wi 
I require at thine hand.” 

It is clear then that Christians mu 
watch and pray lest they have a pa 
in the sins of their family and frien 
and fellow members of. their churel 
a serious sin, which must be repente 


lisher: Concordia Publishing House 


098. We All Rejoice on This Glad 
Day. Setting by Adolf  Strube. 
16 cents. 


em and tune anonymous. Translation 
Valter E. Buszin. Easy to learn and 

The bass carries the melody in the 
in. A cappella. Suitable for the Eas- 
season. Also available for SATB, 
3A 13. 


064. Palm Sunday Procession. By T. 
Frederick Candlyn. 22 cents. 


» the hymn Ride On, Ride On, in 
sty, by Henry Milman, Candlyn sup- 

triumphant music for voices and 
1. Much of the choir’s part is in 
m. Quite effective music by an Ameri- 
>omposer of note. 


095. The Name of Jesus. By Josquin 
Des Pres. Edited by Austin C. Love- 
lace. 16 cents. 


ss Pres was one of the most famous 
ers of his time (1500—1550). He was 
a trained singer. Here we have a 
se Of his art in a beautiful little motet 
ya beautiful hymn (Lutheran Hymnal, 
50). Easy. A cappella. 


021. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Bless the Young Before Thee. Tune, 
Straf mich nicht. Setting by S. Drum- 
mond Wolff. 20 cents. 


r confirmation, youth services, or chil- 
s day services. Words by C. A. Doer- 
1821, who was a pastor and musicol- 
._ One can only express admiration 
Volff’s gifts as a composer of fine and 
1 anthems. Organ accompaniment. 


tt Lay in Grim Death’s Prison. By 
Johann Pachelbel. Easter cantata for 
mixed chorus, soprano, alto, tenor, 
and bass soloists, 2 violins, 3 violas, 
bassoon, and keyboard instrument. 
Edited by Hans Heinrich Eggebrecht. 
English translation by Walter E. Bus- 
zin. 

Score No. 97-6211, $2.00; Choral 
Part No. 97-6218, 75 cents. 


nceived and carried out on a large 
, this cantata reminds one of a beau- 
artistic mosaic, where each bit of 
or glass is in its right place. The 


sings three stanzas, about 22 pages 
usic; the rest is solo music with two 
_for soprano and tenor. Magnificent 
& WALTER WISMAR 


After February 26 


Reviews of church music will be 
scontinued after the February 26 
sue of the WITNESS. 


Organists and choir directors in- 
rested in receiving news and re- 
ews of new choral and organ 
iblications should direct their cor- 
spondence to Mr. E. W. KLAM- 
ER, The Music Department, Con- 
wdia Publishing House, 3558 S. 
fferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 
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This Church and the World. By Howard 
Hong. Augsburg Publishing House, 


Minneapolis. 143 pages. $2.50. 


Originally presented under the Augs- 
burg Publishing House Lectureship Award 
and subtitled “Studies in Secularism,” 
these discussions by a professor of philos- 
ophy at St. Olaf College reflect upon the 
nature of truth, of man, of vocation, of 
citizenship, and the cultural relation of the 
church with the world. The author seeks 
to make the reconsecration of the church 
to the Gospel of Christ primary. 

RICHARD R. CAEMMERER 


The Open Way. By Jane Abbott. Lippin- 
cott, Philadelphia. 223 pages. $3.00. 


A story about a proud old family and 
how they learn that pride is not only an 
empty but also an ineffective thing. The 
family was going along smoothly enough 
in its cocksure self-esteem until the young 
folks upset things. The son, drawing on 
his wartime experiences, wants to “do 
something,” to help unfortunate people 
find happiness through finding God. He 
works hard and sincerely at it. The well- 
written story is the 22d novel by this 
author, but in a story of this kind we 
should like to see it made crystal clear 
for readers that the only way sinful human 
beings can come to God is through Christ, 
our Savior, and the Savior of the world. 

G. L. WIND 


A Handful of Nuggets. By Margaret 
Stimson Richardson. Steck Company, 
Austin, Tex. $2.00. 


Stories about colorful characters in the 
gold-mining days of long ago out West. 
Sprinkled with humor and _ adventure, 
written in conversational style, illustrated 
with a few humorous drawings, the book 
will bring an hour of interesting reading 
especially for boys. 


Our Refuge and Strength. By Maynard A. 
Force. Augustana Book Concern, 
Rock Island, Ill. 140 pages. $2.00. 


This book includes five sermons, eight 
devotional messages, seven studies on Bible 
characters, and six meditations on brief 
Bible prayers. Pastor Force excels in the 
art of speaking in terms with which you 
are conversant, in the light of experiences 
which ring true. When he applies the Law, 
you feel its sting. Even more effective is 
his presentation of the Gospel. You be- 
come more deeply aware of its healing 
power and are drawn to the Cross. Pastors 
and laymen alike will profit from reading 
Our Refuge and Strength. 


N.F.S. Grundtvig: An American Study. 


By Ernest D. Nielsen. Augustana 
Press, Rock Island, Ill. xiii and 173 
pages. Cloth. $2.75. 


Bishop Grundtvig (1783—1872), Dan- 
ish politician, poet, educator, historian, and 
theologian, is “one of the makers of 
modern Christianity.” His views are gain- 
ing increasing recognition within the Lu- 
theran Church of this country. He must 
be recognized as an equal, not merely as 
a contemporary, of Kierkegaard. 

The author discusses Grundtvig in terms 
of belief in the reality of spirit. He points 
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out that Grundtvig stressed continuity in 
history, the church’s testimony by which 
the spirit (sic) reveals the way of salva- 
tion, the word-of-faith, the Apostles’ Creed 
with the Renunciation, the fellowship of 
the Lord’s Supper, and the demand of the 
spirit of freedom. 

Although Grundtvig cannot be followed 
in all of his theological views, the pres- 
entation of his thought by Dr. Nielsen 
is an excellent study. Cart S. MEYER 


See District Editions 
for more complete obituaries 


JoHN E. HERZER, 
Aug. 26, 1880, Plym- 
outh; Wis.;. to’ Dec. 
16, 1956, Edmonton, 
Alberta; son of Prof. 
John H. Herzer and 
Emma Griese Herzer; 
graduated St. Louis 
Seminary, 1904; pas- 
tor, Dix and Durango, 
Colo.; Vernon, B.C., 
and missionary at 
large in British Co- 
lumbia and Alaska; 
Calgary, Alberta; immigrant missionary 
and director of young people’s work in 
Western Canada; instructor, Concordia 
College, Edmonton, Alta. 


Funeral: Edmonton, Dec. 18; Winnipeg, 
Dec. 21;. interment, Brookside Cemetery. 


John E. Herzer 


GEORGE C. ZEHNDER, Sept. 6, 1871, 
Frankenmuth, Mich., to Dec. 22, 1956, 
Cleveland, Ohio; son of Fred and Barbara 
List Zehnder; graduated Addison Teachers 
Seminary, 1891; schools: Elyria, Ohio; 
St. John’s (Cable Ave.), Cleveland, Ohio 
(1895—1942). 


Survivors: Anna Siekemeyer Zehnder; 
sons Paul, Philip, Rupert, Clemens, Victor, 
Frederick; daughters Clara, Elsa, Lucia, 
Ruth, Ada. 


Funeral: Dec. 26, Cleveland; interment, 
Woodland Cemetery. 


GEORGE F. W. STEINKAMP, Aug. 31, 
1886, Jonesville, Ind., to Dec. 27, 1956, 
Moline, Ill.; son of Herman and Elizabeth 
Pardieck Steinkamp; graduated Springfield 
Seminary, 1911; parishes: Stillwater and 
paren Okla.; Algona, Iowa; Seymour, 
Ind. 

Survivors: Charlotte Lawton Steinkamp; 
sons Theodore, Robert, Eugene, Erwin, 
Richard, Roland, Norman, George. 


Funeral: Moline; Columbus, _ Ind., 
Dec. 31; interment, Garland Brook Cem- 
etery. 


ARTHUR W. WILK, July 3, 1871, She- 
boygan, Wis., to Dec. 30, 1956, Hastings, 
Nebr.; son of William and Emilie Kohl- 


‘stock Wilk; graduated St. Louis Seminary, 


1895; parishes: Japan, Mo.; Stuttgart, 
Ark.; Ruma, IIL; Steeleville, Ill.; Juniata, 
Nebr. (1911—1941); and Burns, Wyo. 


Survivors: Agnes Lehman Wilk; sons 
Oscar, Rev. Walther, William; daughters 
Mrs. Arthur Einspahr, Mrs. Elmer Hass- 
ler, Mrs. Clarence Lindeberg. 

Funeral: Jan. 3, Hastings; interment, 
Parkview Cemetery. 


Pal 


em 


Epwarp B. Hist, Nov. 2, 1921, Man- 
ito, Ill., to Jan. 9, 1957, Grand Haven, 
Mich.; son of Edward and Viola Garman 
Hilst; graduated Springfield Seminary, 
1945; parishes: Chester, Nebr.; Grand 
Haven, Mich., 1955 until his sudden death 
of a cerebral hemorrhage. 


Survivors: Mildred Worner Hilst; chil- 
dren Jeanie, Steven, Ronald, Shari. 


Funeral: Jan. 11, Grand Haven; Green 
Valley, Ill., Jan. 14; interment, Sand Prai- 
rie Cemetery. 


Aynuuncenoiil 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Installed: 


Haas, Roland R., assistant pastor, Immanuel, 
Sweet Springs, Mo., by R. C. Delventhal, 
Jan. 1. 


Installed: 


Bauer, Edmund J., Church of Our Savior, 
Niagara Falls, Ont., Can., by Pres. H. G. 
Kleiner, Jan. 6 

Bolin, Richard, Emmanuel, Adell, Wis., by 
Reuben Otto, Jan. 6. 

Fitz, Edgar V., Redeemer, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., by Martin W. Brauer, Jan. 6. 

Griebel, William W., Immanuel, Gowanda, 
N. Y., by H. G. Cattau, Jan. 6. 

Hildebrandt, N. G., St. Peter, Emery, S. Dak., 
by R. L. Hildebrandt, Jan. 6 

Janke, Palmer, Sr., Grace, Grass Valley; Saint 
Paul, Chicago Park, Calif., by Martin 
Schabacker, Jr., Dec. 30. 

Keller, Elfred T., St. John, Pittsville; St. Paul, 
Tw. Sherwood, Wis., by Pres. Lloyd H. 
Goetz, Jan. 6. 

Kohtz, A. L., Immanuel, Loup City; Christ, 
St. Paul, Nebr., by K. W. Ernstmeyer, 
Jan. 6. 

Kritsch, Norman C., St. John, Sudbury, Ont., 
Can., by Luther E. Schroeder, Dec. 30. 

Lueders, Alfred R., Bethany, Covington, Ky., 
by W. E. Fehrmann, Jan. 6. 

Martin, Kenneth, Zion, Wabash, Ind., by Her- 
bert Petrich, Jan. 6. 

Martin, Walter C., Trinity, Bogota, N.J., by 
Carlton A. Adler, Jan. 6. 

Miller, George L., Immanuel, Farming Twp., 
Albany, Minn., by C. A. Affeldt; St. John, 
Krain Twp., Albany, Minn., by V. A. Oster- 
mann, Jan. 6. 

Raetz, F. W., Faith, Girard, Pa., by C. A. 
Scheuerman, Dec. 23. 

Rische, John, Bayview, San Francisco, Calif., 
by Frank A. Jacobsen, Dec. 30. 

Schuett, Howard, St. Paul, Spearfish, S. Dak.; 
Mount Calvary, Sundance, Wyo., by E. E. 
Kaelberer, Dec. 30. 

Strelow, Julius L., First St. Paul, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., by Pres. Eric C. Malte, Dec. 30. 


Inducted: 

Dorre, Ralph Owen, as instructor at Con- 
cordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., 
by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Oct. 24, 1956. 

Kaminska, Clyde, as instructor at Concordia 
Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N.Y., by 
Pres. H. J. Rippe, Oct. 24, 1956. 

Killion, Ronald Gene, as instructor at Con- 
cordia Collegiate Institute, Bronxville, N. Y., 
by Pres. H. J. Rippe, Oct. 24, 1956. 


Installed: TEACHER 


Jansen, Arthur, St. Paul, Austin, Tex., by Al- 
bert F. Jesse, Dec. 30. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Arlin A. Maas, Whitestone, L.I., N. Y., 
has been appointed Visitor of Queens “B”’ 
Circuit to succeed Rev. Walter Schwolert, 
who has resigned from this office. — H. J. 
RierE, President, Atlantic District. 


Rev. Emil P. Leising, Gardnerville, Nev., 
has been appointed Visitor of the Northeast 
Sierra Nevada Circuit to succeed Rev. George 
Schroeder, who has accepted a call into an- 
other circuit.— ArTHuR C. Nrrz, President, 
California and Nevada District. 


Rev. W. W. Doering, Rochester, Minn., has 
been appointed Visitor of the First Circuit, 
S. E. Conference, to succeed Rev. W. " 


PASTORS 


22 


Lohrke, who has accepted a call elsewhere 
in the District.—H. A. Gamser, President, 
Minnesota District. 


Rev. Paul W. Geiger (ALC) has made ap- 
plication to be received into The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod through a collo- 
quy.—RoLanp WIEDERAENDERS, President, Texas 
District. 


Rev. Juan Baus, Galarza, Entre Rios, Ar- 
gentina, has been appointed Visitor of East- 
Entre Rios Circuit to succeed Rev. Carlos E. 
Schutt, who resigned as Visitor of said circuit. 


Rev. Estevan Stern, Darregueira, F. C. N. R., 
Argentina, has been appointed Visitor of the 
Pampa Circuit to succeed Rev. Pedro Schnei- 
der, who tendered his resignation.—S. H. 
Beckmann, President, Argentine District. 


Election Result and Call Accepted 


Rev. David Schmidt, Rio Cuarto, Cérdoba, 
Argentina, who has been called as professor of 
Systematic Theology at Concordia Seminary, 
Villa Ballester, Buenos Aires, has accepted the 
call. — Jorge PEpRo Horn, Secretary, Board of 
Control. 


Assignment of Calls 


Synod’s theological seminaries and teachers 
colleges will furnish the church with the 
following number of workers to be assigned 
this year: 203 ministerial candidates; 198 min- 
isterial vicars; 114 teacher graduates; 111 
women graduates; 231 supply students and 
Winfield graduates. These are approximate 
figures. 

All calls and applications must be in the 
hands of the District Presidents by March 25. 
Diplomas of Vocation may be obtained from 
Concordia Publishing House; application 
blanks for vicars, women teachers, and for 
undergraduates are to be requested from the 
District Presidents. 

The important matter of assigning these 
workers to their first field of service has been 
made the responsibility of the District Presi- 
dents (Handbook, 4.09). The Board of As- 
signment will not honor a direct call or ap- 
plication. It will consider a request for a cer- 
tain worker, but the final decision must rest 
with the Board of Assignment. — WALTER F. 
Licutsinn, Chairman, Board of Assignment. 


Nominations for Associate Professorship, 
St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 
Chair of Science and Mathematics 


Mr. Earl Fuhrmann, St. Paul’s College, Con- 
cordia, Mo., by Messiah, Sterling, Ill.; Im- 
manuel, Farmingdale, Ill.; Concordia, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Grace, Lexington, Mo.; Zion, 
Blackburn, Mo.; Trinity, Alma, Mo.; Saint 
Paul’s, California, Mo.; St. John’s, Fayette- 
ville, Ark.; Immanuel, Sweet Springs, Mo.; 
Christ, Liberty Twp., Mo.; Immanuel, Boon- 
ville, Mo.; St. Paul’s, Concordia, Mo.; Im- 
manuel, Waverly, Mo.; Trinity, Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo. 

Mr. Robert G. Klinck, Lutheran High School, 
St. Louis, Mo.: Bethany, Chicago, III. 

Mr. Norman Koelling, Spring, Tex.: Holy 
Cross, Emma, Mo.; St. Paul’s, Sedalia, Mo.; 
Zion, Bunceton, Mo. 

Mr. Paul Grabarkewitz, North Dakota A. C., 
Fargo, N. Dak.: Trinity, Norborne, Mo. 

Mr. Vance H. Hinrichs, Fargo, N. Dak.: Trin- 
ity, Freistatt, Mo.; St. Paul’s, Kansas City, 


Mo. 

Mr. Charles Hoger, Lutheran High School, 
St. Louis, Mo.: St. Paul’s, Hannibal, Mo.; 
Redeemer, De Soto, Mo.; St. John’s, Cole 
Camp, Mo. 

Mr. Robert Pflieger, Concordia Teachers Col- 
lege, Seward, Nebr.: Immanuel, Carrollton, 
Mo.; St. Paul’s, St. Joseph, Mo.; Good Shep- 
herd, Kansas City, Mo. 

Mr. Jack Wolf, Los ‘Angeles High School, Los 
Angeles, Calif.: Trinity, Alma, Mo. 

Prof. Wilbert H. Rusch, Concordia College, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.: St. John’s, Seward, Nebr. 


Any and all correspondence relating to the 
candidates listed is to be mailed to Rev. O. G. 
TiemMANN, Secretary, Board of Control, Nor- 
borne, Mo., within three weeks of publication. 


Wanted 


Medical Social Worker for 189 adult-bed 
hospital to increase to 337 beds by January 1, 
1959. Apply: Lee S. LANPHER, Administrator, 
Lutheran Hospital, 2609 Franklin Blvd., Cleve- 


land 13, Ohio. 
Available 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Columbus, 
Mont., offers without charge to any congre- 
gation a chalice and paten. Write Rev. M. D. 
Hincenpvorr, Park City, Mont. 
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Silver crucifix and two silver candlestiy 
(electric) available to Lutheran mission | 
postage. — Rev. RatpH A. Menrinc, Mon 
Mo. 


Altar and pulpit—for shipping expens 
Sr. Paut’s LutHERAN CHURCH, Wheeler, II] 


To mission congregation: white altar 2 
pulpit, baptismal font, two hymnboards, 
St. JoHn’s LuTHERAN CHURCH, 6702 S. Ho 
Ave., Milwaukee 7, Wis. 


35 copies of Ev. Lutheran Hymn-Book (tu 
editions of 1930 and 1931) for cost of tran 
portation. Write Rev. RicHarp W. Scud 
2393 Greenwood Dr., San Pablo 10, Calif. | 


After March 1, 1957: 34 butternut-we 
pews, pulpit, altar, baptismal font, and t4 
hymnboards. Write: Rev. H. W. MuEeEtu 
Waterville, Minn. 


Because of dissolution, Zion Luther 
Church, Essig, Minn., offers chancel furnity 
for sale: 15 white-oak pews (excellent cq 
dition) 10 ft. long, white-marble baptis 
font, hymnboard, lectern, missal stand, alte 
pulpit, old reed organ, cross, candelabra, e} 
ee ALBERT PETERSEN, R.1, Sleepy E 

inn. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Baumann, Edgar T., 112 S. Tyler, 
Beeville, Tex. 

Becker, Alvin, R. 2, Amherst, Nebr. 

Bickel, Eldor F., 3405 Bergman Dr., 
Lansing, Mich. 

Boettcher, F. Waldo, 5326 Dover, 
Oakland 9, Calif. } 

Dierks, Chaplain (LCDR) William To 
Hdaqrs, 3d Marines, 3d Marine Div. (Ree 
FMF, FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 

Goetjen, Reinhold H., 830 17th Ave., 
Seaside, Oreg. 

Griebel, William W., 90 Chapel St., 
Gowanda, ING 

Hartner, Henry G., 1685 Benedict Dr., 
San Leandro, Calif. 

Janz, Philip, 14076 Eastburn Ave. a 
Detroit 5, Mich 

Kritsch, Norman C., 50 Alder St., N., 
Sudbury, Ont., Can. 

Leverenz, Gerhard M., 102 Concordia 
lege Pl., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Lucht, John, D. D., R.1, Fremont, Wis. 

Ludwig, Paul, Jr., 4412 Greene, 
Fort Worth, Tex. 

Lueders, Alfred R., 4604 Church, 
Winston Park, Covington, Ky. 

Mayer, Martin oa em., 2315 N. Court St., © 
Saginaw, Mich 

Mueller, Charles ne 1709 McClellan, 
Seattle 44, Wash. 

Niermeier, Wilber T., 1208 W. Main, 
Chanute, Kans. 

Peck, Alan L., Asa Talbott Dr., 
Osceola, Iowa 

Plass, Ewald M., 3119 W. Kilbourn Ave., 
Milwaukee 8, Wis. 

Schwarting, John E., em., 1823 N. Kruse, 
Grand Island, Nebr. 

*" Simonsen, Otto, em., 720 W. Dale, 

Normal, Ill. 

Smith, Chaplain Ernest G., Chap. Section 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 

Uhles, Paul, Box 328, Hamilton, Tex. 

Wendland, Walter H., 518 Thayer Dr., 
Richland, Wash. 

Wenger, Arnold E., 11333 Granger Road, 
Cleveland 25, Ohio 

Winkler, George, 8 Peony St., 1st floor, 
Yau Yat Chuen, Kowloon, Hong Ko 


Teachers: 


Beyer, Norman C., 8 Wren Rd., 
Carpenterville, Ill. 

Jiede, Wilfred E., 630 E. Center St., 
Shawano, Wis. 

Schultz, Laverne, 618 Emmons, 
Wyandotte, Mich. 

Schulz, LeRoy E., Box 135, Holbrook, Ne 

Wegener, Wilfried W., 801 Hoyt Park Pl. 

El Monte, Calif. 


Notice 


Articles, church news, announce: 
ments, obituaries, intended for pub 
tion in the LuTHERAN WITNEss, bo 
for review, and general corresponden 
should be addressed to the W: 
Office, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 
18, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installa 
dedications, anniversaries, an an 
of address of 

should be sent to the Statistical EB 
Lutheran Building, Ad North 
way, St. Louis 2, 


Letters 


cle on Dead Sea 
11s — Coming 


recent weeks I have had occasion to 
several articles and books on the 
| Sea Scrolls. . . . It occurred to me 
the WITNEss would be the place to 
x how our leaders evaluate the 
s 
e WITNEss has now become a fine 
‘ which tries to help us in our Chris- 
y with fine articles on everyday prob- 
Please could you arrange some 
e or series dealing with the disciples 
early Christians and what is known 
yw the Word came to be written. 


latine, Il. GERTRUDE V. BLASECK 


ITE: An article on the Scrolls will ap- 
in the next issue. In 1955 and 1956 
VITNEsS printed Rev. Arthur F. Katt's 
: “How Did We Get the Bible?” 


e and Only” 


e WITNESS — that’s my one and only 
+h paper I read from cover to cover! 
ase, please don’t leave out my fa- 
> page: “The Psalter,” “Words of 
> “Table of Duties.” The 1957 Wir- 
has more news, more pictures, more 
res, but not even room for my favor- 
ige. “The Psalter” had to be crammed 
page with something else. No “Words 
fe” could I find. 

id please, more religious poetry and 
res of our Lutheran churches! 


COs exe Mrs. BEN WEISER 


ed Fold First WITNESS 


y mother, Mary C. Wall (her maiden 
- was Mautz), who is now 86 years 
as a girl helped fold the first issue of 
WITNEss (dated Zanesville, Ohio, 
21, 1882) for distribution. She is 
living here and attends church reg- 
y. 

nesville, Ohio 


RALPH W. WALL 


ees 


Mrs. Mary Mautz Wall 
‘ 
wary 12, 1957 


“Now Chis — But This” 


We have heard this remark: “I read the 
Oklahoma District Supplement regularly, 
but not the LUTHERAN WITNESS.” 

We are happy that the Supplement is 
being read, but we want all subscribers 
to read the LUTHERAN WITNEssS also. The 
Supplement is merely like the little 
“gadget” you find in some cereal boxes 
and popcorn boxes. While we enjoy the 
little “gadgets,” we eat the cereal and pop- 
corn. The real “meat” is the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS. 

We call particular attention to the 1957 
LUTHERAN WITNESS with its eight addi- 
tional pages. This new and enlarged WIT- 
NEss will bring us more news of the 
church at work, special features on work- 
ers in the various fields of service, and 
a column on “Lutheran Customs,” which 
should be especially helpful to our treas- 
ured new members who have recently 
united with our Lutheran Church. 

We respectfully urge all readers to re- 
spect this advice: “Not this” — reading 
only the Supplement sheet; “but this” — 
reading both the Supplement and _ the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


A. E. BEHREND, President 
Oklahoma District 
Ponca City 
(Reprinted from the Oklahoma District 
Edition.) 


“Heart-Warming” 


The 1957 LUTHERAN WITNESS reads the 
way a majestic chord from a large pipe or- 
gan sounds — uplifting, satisfying, heart- 
warming. I am pleased, and I know that 
my people will be pleased and edified. 


R. WIEDERAENDERS, President 
Texas District 
San Antonio 


Norte: Thanks, Oklahoma and Texas!! 


For Longer Obituaries 


The last few years it has irked me that 
the obituaries in the WITNESS have been 
so brief. Now they are worse than ever. 
Can’t we honor our departed servants of 
the Lord with more space? 

You say, “See District Editions for more 
complete obituaries.” Suppose one lives 
in a different District. You seem to think: 
Why bother so much with the dead? 
They're gone. Forget about them.” 


Mrs. Cart H. NIEMANN 
Hammond, Ind. 


Note: There were more complaints 
about the length of the obituaries than 
about their brevity. 


Page for Small Children? 


Years ago our folks received the Lvu- 
THERAN WITNESS. To us it was a church 
paper of no interest. Now that I am 
grown, I find I enjoy it very much. I have 
also noticed my teen-ager reading articles 
in it. 

Why can’t you put in one page for small 
children—a _ child’s story, a crossword 
puzzle, a funny happening in a Sunday or 
day school, or some good article from one 
of the Christian papers for children? 


Milwaukee, Wis.. Mrs. Ep. LAWRENZ 
(95) 


Letters to this department must be signed, Names will be withheld upon request. The opinions expressed 
are not necessarily those of the Editors, who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not pertinent. 


Active Pastor — Not C.R.M. 


I have been listed as c.r.m., a title 
I have never held. I have been pastor of 
Messiah Lutheran Church since its begin- 
nings in April 1956... . 

The blanket subscription to the WITNESS 
which my mission has for 1957 will, I am 
sure, help us very much. The “new” WitT- 
NEss is splendid, though I do miss Profes- 
sor Franzmann’s column. 


(Rev.) JOHN R. HEIDINGER 
Mandan, N. Dak. 


Church, Mandan, 


N. Dak., 
dedicated December 23, 1956, one of 
the newest missions in its District. 


Messiah 


“Civic-Minded Paper’? 


My age is 77 years. I have been a 
reader of the LUTHERAN WITNESS from my 
youth. 

How wonderful was the cover of the De- 
cember 4 issue — a real church paper with 
Scripture verse and prayers, but does not 
the cover of the January 15 issue look as 
if the WITNEss turned out to be a civic- 
minded paper? What a change in the 


paper! Ipa M. EDEN 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


“Mixing Church and State?” 


I can’t get over thinking of the cover on 
the January 15 issue. Is not this mixing 
church and state? 

GEORGE R. GARDNER 
GRETHEL L. GARDNER 
Des Moines, Iowa 


Nore: See prayer on page two of the 
January 15 issue. 


Missed Dr. Franzmann’s Column 


We missed seeing Dr. Franzmann’s ar- 
ticle in the LUTHERAN WITNESS. May 
I ask why this very fine article was 


dropped? (Rev.) PauL E. SCHUESSLER 
Chicago, III. 


Note: We miss the column too. Be- 
cause of the press of other duties 
Dr. Franzmann requested to be relieved 
temporarily. 


“Light for Your Way” 


I was pleased to note that the Bible 
readings from “Light for Your Way” were 
included in the LUTHERAN WITNEss for 
January 15. Will this become a regular 
feature? I sincerely hope so. 

WALTER PF, LICHTSINN 

Hammond, Ind. 


Note: Thank you! Yes. 
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FOR THE 
HIGH SCHOOL CROWD 


TEEN-AGERS PRay 


EDITED BY WILLIAM KRAMER 


Teen-agers helped to write this new book of 75 
prayers dealing with their own special concerns and 
problems. 


Its pages ask God’s guidance “When Feeling Low”; 
“For Success in School”; ‘For help in Finding Good 
Friends”; “Before a Date.” Plus prayers on the Com- 
mandments and for special days. 


A valuable devotional help for young men and 
women who want to bring their deepest needs before 
the throne of God and ask the Father’s help. Sure to 
make the prayer life of some young friend more mean- 
ingful and important. 


Order No. 6W1054. 96 pages. Cloth. 414x7. $1.00. 


FOR FAMILIES WITH 
SMALL CHILDREN 


folded hands 


BY LOUIS BIRK 


Newly revised! Now offered in a strikingly 
— attractive edition. The 48 pages contain the 
same short prayers as the previous book: morn- 
ing, evening, table, birthday, school, church, 
Christmas, in sickness, and general prayers. 
Many new colorful illustrations. Printed in two 
colors, with a special full-color cover. 


Order No. 6W1001. 48 pages. 414x614. $.50. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave. 
5t. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me: 


No. 6W1054, TEEN-AGERS PRAY @ $1.00 


No. 15W1731, OPEN THE MEETING WITH 
PRAYER @ $1.50 


_____No. 15W1799, GROWTH IN WORSHIP @ $1.25 


6W1001, LITTLE FOLDED HANDS 
@ $.50 


I enclose $ 


Name. 
Address 


City 


FOR THOSE LEADING 
PUBLIC PRAYERS 


Open THE | 
Mi eeting’ 
open the Payer 

MEETING WITH PRAYER Hii h 


EDITED BY ALFRED DOERFFLER 


For the average church member, especially those 

unaccustomed to leading in prayer, or who have trouble 
speaking before a group. 
The prayers in this collection for 38 special church 
meetings are appropriate and to the point. Lets you 
choose the one which best expresses the needs of the 
group—Bible class, board of directors, Boy Scouts, 
married couples’ club, PTA, and many others. As many 
as 8 prayers for a single occasion. 


Order a copy for yourself and for the church library. 
Order No. 15W1731. 104 pages. 414x714. Cloth, $1.50. 


i 
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FOR YOUTH LEADERS 
AND PASTORS 


: SW orship,f 


Growth 


In WORShIp 
BY ALFRED KLAUSLER 


Make worship the. center of your youth program, 
says the author in this new book for youth counselors 
and pastors. 

He shows how prayers and devotions can become 
the heart and core of the youth activity program. 
Beginning with‘a discussion of the teen-age ParOnan Sy 
and the facts one must keep in mind to awaken deeper 
spirituality, he gives scores of practical tips on the art 
of group leadership and concludes with suggested 
Orders of Service for meetings and evening vespers. 


Especially useful to inexperienced volunteers who 
are asked to lead the youth program. 


Order No. 15W1799. 96 pages. Paper. $1.25. 


as 


